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In this issue:

· Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Major Construction Activities Update 

· Two Early Morning Incidents Receive Media Attention
· Los Angeles City Council Notes and Files Metro Staff Angel’s Flight Report
· Los Angeles City Council Approves Grand Central Square Multifamily Housing Refunding Bonds
· El Monte Metro Tagger Arrested


	Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Major Construction Activities Update

Construction along the 6-mile alignment of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension from Downtown (Union Station) to East Los Angeles, through the Little Tokyo/Arts District and Boyle Heights is proceeding on-time and within budget.  Of the eight Light Rail Transit (LRT) stations, major construction activities are underway at 1st/Alameda (Little Tokyo/Arts District), 1st/Boyle (Boyle Heights/Mariachi Plaza) and Pomona/Atlantic (East LA) stations.  In addition, the 101 Freeway Overcrossing LRT Bridge, which is being constructed by Caltrans for Metro, will be turned over to Metro’s Contractor this month to proceed with the installation of trackwork and the bridge’s overhead catenary system.  Metro’s Contractor continues with an excellent safety record of more than 1.7 million work hours without a single lost-time accident since the beginning of construction in 2004.
Two Early Morning Incidents Receive Media Attention
Media Relations staff responded to a bus accident this morning in Long Beach at the intersection of Long Beach Boulevard and Pacific Coast Highway.  According to early reports, it appears as though a motorist ran a red light and struck a Line 16 Metro Bus (heading northbound on Long Beach Boulevard).  The car then spun around and struck another vehicle, killing the driver.  The accident occurred at approximately 1:30 a.m.  One passenger onboard the bus claimed injuries and was transported to a nearby hospital.   

A bus vs. pedestrian fatality also occurred this morning in Santa Monica. The accident occurred at 8:45 a.m. at the intersection of 2nd and Colorado Streets. The Line 4 bus (operating out of Division 6) was turning left onto 2nd Street when it struck a female pedestrian.  The cause of the accident is currently under investigation by the Santa Monica Police Department. A reporter with the Santa Monica Daily Press was on the scene and interviewed staff regarding the accident. A story is expected to run tomorrow. 

Los Angeles City Council Notes and Files Metro Staff Angel’s Flight Report 

The Los Angeles City Council today noted and filed Metro’s Angels Flight Feasibility Study which was presented to the Transportation Committee last week.  The study was prepared at the request of Councilmember Jan Perry and assessed improvements necessary to ensure safe and secure operations.  Metro staff concurred with the National Transportation Safety Board and the California Public Utilities Commission recommendations for system redesign.  The report also estimated start-up capital and annual operating costs.  At the Committee’s hearing, John Welborne, president of the Angels Flight Railway Foundation, thanked Metro for their analysis and reiterated that the funicular is scheduled to resume operations at the end of this summer. 
Los Angeles City Council Approves Grand Central Square Multifamily Housing Refunding Bonds 

Earlier today, the Los Angeles City Council also approved the issuance of nearly $20 million in Multifamily Housing Refunding Bonds for Grand Central Square.  The City of Los Angeles’ Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) and Metro financed development of the project in which Metro committed to pay 42.33% of the debt service through Proposition A sales tax revenues.  Metro staff is recommending that the Board authorize the agency to participate with the CRA in the bond refunding.  The Finance and Budget Committee will hear the report (Item #8) next Thursday.  Staff reports that Metro’s savings may be as much as $780,000 on a present value basis.  

El Monte Metro Tagger Arrested

Yesterday, Los Angeles Sheriff’s Deputies served a search/arrest warrant to a tagger identified as “Late, Later, or Lates” from the tagging crew “SFM” (Sex For Money/Searching for Murders).  The 19 year-old tagger, Erick Alberto Perez was arrested for vandalizing at least 20 buses and inflicting damage of approximately $45,000.  Deputies also found several weapons, drugs and drug paraphernalia at the suspect’s residence.  When interviewed, Mr. Perez waived his rights and admitted to writing on the Metro buses.  He was booked at Temple Station where he is currently being held.
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