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In this issue:

· Metro to Participate in Federal Urban Partnership Initiative
· Metro to be Honored by Los Angeles Workforce Investment Board


	Metro to Participate in Federal Urban Partnership Initiative
In December 2006, the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) established a national Urban Partnership Initiative to Mitigate Congestion (“the Urban Partnership Initiative”).  The partnerships have been encouraged to emphasize the “4 Ts” – Tolling (congestion pricing and supporting strategies), Transit (expanding express bus, bus rapid transit, etc.), Telecommuting, and Technology.  Areas have been invited to submit applications for projects by April 30, 2007 for approximately $100 million in federal funding.  The USDOT is looking to enter into as many as ten of these cooperative partnerships nationwide.
Metro’s Countywide Planning and Development staff have meet with their counterparts from the City of Los Angeles’ Department of Transportation, Caltrans, the County of Los Angeles, the Southern California Association of Governments, the City of Long Beach and the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach to explore options for submitting a joint Urban Partnership Initiative application with Metro and USDOT.  A Board Box outlining this initiative and Metro’s next steps in this process will be distributed shortly.

Metro to be Honored by Los Angeles Workforce Investment Board

On March 22nd Metro will be honored with the City of Los Angeles’ Workforce Investment Board’s Workforce Leader “Partnership” Award.  The agency is being honored for it’s partnership with the Workforce Investment Board, Los Angeles Valley College, the California Department of Social Services, area Worksource Centers and others to recruit and train bus operators.

The award will be presented to Metro by Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa or City Council President Eric Garcetti at a breakfast reception at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion at 7:30 a.m.
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