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In this issue:

· California Transportation Commission Meeting Recap
· New Book Highlights Los Angeles’ Red Car Trolleys


	California Transportation Commission Goods Movement Working Group Meeting Recap
On Friday, March, 16 I attended the first meeting of the CTC working group to discuss the goods movement funding made available through Proposition1B.  The meeting was attended by a variety of interests from around the State and it is clear that many of these regions expect to compete for funding in this program.  While this was an initial meeting mainly focused on laying out a definition of the issue, it also became clear that Southern California needs to remain united as we move forward.  During the meeting there was substantial attention given to congestion from regular day-to-day commerce in given regions.  That type of impact is much different than the impact felt from the movement of international trade in Southern California.  Attempts to redefine the issue, with a focus on regular daily congestion, may dilute the overall effectiveness of this program and reduce the amount of money made available to Los Angeles County.  I will continue to work with stakeholders in the region to ensure that we remain united and advocate for a program that recognizes the impacts of goods movement in this region.  The next working group meeting is scheduled for April 13 in Sacramento.
New Book Highlights Los Angeles’ Pacific Electric Red Cars
Metro’s Dorothy Peyton Gray Transportation Library and Archive is pleased to announce the publication of its first book "Images in Rail: Pacific Electric Red Cars.”  The book was authored by library archivist Jim Walker and published by Arcadia Publishing.  It utilizes 205 photos from the Metro library collection as well as the author’s personal collection, and highlights the role of Henry E. Huntington in assembling the world’s largest interurban electric rail system to serve the suburban communities he built in Southern California.  

A native of Lynwood, the 71-year-old Jim Walker grew up riding the Red Cars, often journeying into downtown LA on the trolleys. The romance of the railways remained with him into adulthood when, in 1956, he helped establish the Orange Empire Railway Museum in Perris, Calif.  As the one-time owner of Interurban Publications, Walker has edited more than 40 books about trains and trolleys.  He’s currently working with Arcadia Publishing on another book about L.A.’s former Yellow Car streetcar system, also built by Henry E. Huntington, the Los Angeles Railway.  Mr. Walker is donating the book’s 8% royalties to the agency.
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