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	House Clears SAFETEA-LU Technical Corrections Bill

Earlier today, the U.S. House of Representatives approved a measure (H.R. 1195) that makes technical corrections to the 2005 SAFETEA-LU law.  Among other things, the legislation designates Metro as the recipient of an $836,000 bus earmark that was originally intended for Urban Partners' Wilshire-Vermont development project.  Because Urban Partners is not a federally-designated recipient of federal transportation funds, Metro's Board of Directors agreed last year to initiate this technical fix.  The corrections bill is the first step in producing the required statutory change that will allow Metro to be a recipient of this bus earmark.  In addition, it should be noted that the manager's amendment to H.R. 1195 includes a provision pertaining to the Foothill Extension.  According to staff of the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, the language is of a clarifying nature with no financial impact or benefit.  Furthermore, it does not constitute the local match language sought by advocates of the Foothill Extension.  

Senate staff have indicated to Metro's advocacy team that prospects for a Senate corrections bill are uncertain.  Without Senate action on a corrections bill, the version passed today by the House cannot be enacted into law.  We will keep you informed of any new developments.

New Metro Ridership Campaign
Media Relations distributed a news release this morning noting Metro’s launch of a new ridership campaign to attract Los Angeles commuters rendered ‘speechless’ by the chronic rise of gasoline prices.  Ads which state, “Gas Prices Leaving You Speechless? Go Metro,” will appear on buses, local billboards and in more than 100 newspapers beginning today.

The agency typically observes higher ridership levels that parallel the cyclical escalation of gasoline prices.  In particular, the $3/gallon price point is the threshold that makes Metro’s $3 Day Pass a more logical, cost-effective choice for cost-conscious commuters.  

The agency recently reported that its system ridership increased 5.74% from 2005 to 2006, representing an annual addition of more than 26.6 million boardings.  The agency’s total ridership increase was twice as large as the national average.  (Measured separately, Metro Bus system ridership grew 5.28%, and Metro Rail system ridership grew 8.07%).

Metro Orange Line North/South Extension 

The Daily News has inquired about the Board’s approval last week to award contracts for environmental clearance and preliminary engineering work for the northern extension of the Metro Orange Line.  Planning staff reported that in the upcoming months the agency will attempt to retain a contractor for both environmental and preliminary engineering components and public outreach.  Staff also explained that last week’s action also programmed funds for the City of Los Angeles to study bus speeds improvements on major corresponding San Fernando Valley corridors.  

Metro currently owns the right-of-way from the Canoga Metro Orange Line Station to the Chatsworth Metrolink Station.  The studies will explore the best routes for accessing the Chatsworth Metrolink Station, as well as the feasibility and costs for a possible service extension to the SR-118 Freeway and a potential corresponding park-and-ride lot.  Staff is expecting the contractor to complete their preliminary reports by September 2008.  Should the Board decide to move forward with construction in 2009, the northern extension of the Metro Orange Line could possibly be completed by 2012.  The story is expected to run tomorrow.

Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Archeological Discoveries

Earlier today, a reporter with the Los Angeles Times interviewed Community Relations and Environmental Compliance staff regarding the archeology discoveries at the Los Angeles County Crematorium during construction of the Eastside Extension of the Metro Gold Line.  Staff gave a very comprehensive briefing on the next-of-kin search in the community and abroad, Metro’s efforts to re-inter the human remains, artifacts, headstones and grave markers found at the site and our efforts to plan a multicultural, interfaith ceremony to honor those who will be re-interred and their historical contributions to the community.  A story is expected to run Wednesday.

Metro Red Line Vermont/Beverly Station Elevator Out of Service
The Metro Red Line Vermont/Beverly elevator from the mezzanine to the street is out of service for repairs for an estimated two weeks beginning today, Monday March 26.  Information on service alternatives for customers who require use of that elevator to enter or leave the station is being provided on the variable message signs throughout the Metro Red Line as well as through audio messages over the Metro Red Line station sound system.  Rail Operators will also be informing customers that the elevator is out of service and that they can take Metro Local Bus Line 204 or Rapid Bus Line 754 to get back to the Vermont/Beverly Station.  Customers may call 1-800-COMMUTE for further details.
This Week’s Procurement Postings

Bid to Enhance Metro’s Customer Information Call Center Effectiveness

Metro will release a non-competitive contract next week to Shared Technologies Fairchild to enhance the effectiveness of Metro’s Customer Information Call Center by installing Nortel Networks Call Center 6 software onto Metro’s existing Private Branch Exchange (PBX).  This enhancement will improve customer wait times and information agent/customer interaction.  Shared Technologies Fairchild is the current service provider for Metro’s PBX and is the single source available to provide and install the software in order to avoid warranty problems and to ensure compliance with the terms and conditions of the current maintenance contract.

The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 23 through April 13, 2007.  Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Tommye Williams, contract administration manager, at (213) 922-1051.

IFB for Pickup Trucks and Sport Utility Vehicles

Metro will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure 14 pickup trucks and 5 sport utility vehicles -- replacements for current non-revenue vehicles.

The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 26 through May 18, 2007.  Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Amy Ly, contract administrator, at (213) 922-2632.

IFB for Radar Speed Displays
Metro will release an Invitation for Bids next week to procure 11 radar speed displays to monitor vehicles’ speed in the yard and to assist in enforcing yard safety.

The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 26 through June 4, 2007.  Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Amy Ly, contract administrator, at (213) 922-2632. 
Reserve the Date

Metro/OCTA Coordination Meeting – Friday, March 30, 2007

This quarterly meeting will take place at the Cerritos Library (18125 Bloomfield Avenue) in Cerritos from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Please see above for the meeting’s agenda.

ACE Reservoir Street Project Completion Event – Monday, April 2, 2007

The Alameda Corridor-East Construction Authority has scheduled a ceremony for Monday, April 2nd at 10:00 a.m. to commemorate the completion of construction for the Reservoir Street Grade Separation Project.  The event will be held on the First Street Bridge over the Reservoir Street underpass in the City of Pomona.  The project is being dedicated to the memory of the Honorable Eddie Cortez, former Mayor of Pomona and ACE Board Member.  If you are interested in attending this event, please contact my office for more information.

I-5 Carmenita Interchange Project Groundbreaking and Kick-Off Ceremony – Thursday, April 5, 2007 

The I-5 Consortium Cities (Buena Park, La Mirada, Santa Fe Springs, Norwalk, Downey and Commerce) have scheduled an event to commemorate the groundbreaking for the Interstate 5 corridor widening project between the Orange County Line and the I-605.  The event will take place on Thursday, April 5th at 11:30 a.m. in the Lowe’s Home Improvement (14873 Carmenita Road) parking lot in Norwalk. Project partners include the California Transportation Commission, Caltrans, Metro and the U.S. Department of Transportation.  A news conference will follow the event.  Invitations have been sent to Board Members by the City of Norwalk.

Greater Los Angeles Vendor Fair - Wednesday, April 11, 2007

The 14th Annual Greater Los Angeles Vendor hosted by Metro, the County of Los Angeles, the City of Los Angeles, the Los Angeles Unified School District, the Metropolitan Water District, and other partnering agencies will be held on Wednesday, April 11th  at the Los Angeles Convention Center in West Hall B.  The event begins at 8:30 a.m.  The Fair is the largest contracting and government procurement exposition in the region, attracting an average of 2,000 attendees annually. 

A VIP event for the fair has also been scheduled for Monday, April 9th at 6:30 p.m. at the City Club in the Wells Fargo building in downtown Los Angeles.  

Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day – Thursday, April 26, 2007

This year’s “Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day,” has been scheduled for Thursday, April 26th.  The theme for the event is “Revolutionizing the Workplace Through Innovation, By Impact, and Through Implementation.”  The day includes tours of the: Design Studio and Print Shop, Copy Center, Bus Operations Control (BOC), Rail Operations Control (ROC), Operations Central Instruction (OCI), the Metro Red Line, the Mail Room, the Stationary Room, the Employment Office/HR, Information & Technology Services and the Customer Information Center.  Participants and their children will also be able to participate in a meet and greet with transit security officers and interview workshops.

Multi-Agency Homeland Security Drill – Saturday, April 28, 2007

In 2005, Metro received a Homeland Security Grant in the amount of $150,000 to conduct multi-agency disaster drills.  The first of these drills has been scheduled to take place on Saturday, April 28th from 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Union Station.  This drill will measure participating agencies’ ability to put in place the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) recommended Transit System Protective measures during a “Red Alert” level threat condition.  

 During this exercise, Red Team members will attempt to penetrate checkpoints and reach five selected targets at Union Station.  Team members will have a simulated ten pound explosive package that will contain an explosive odor.  The goal of the exercise is to locate the suspicious package.  So far, the agencies participating in the exercise include the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department (LASD), Metro Security, LASD Reserves, Metrolink, Orange County Sheriff’s Department, Amtrak, and the TSA. 
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