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	Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Indiana Station/LAUSD Ramona Opportunity High School Update
Escrow closed on Friday, April 6, 2007, completing the Board-approved property exchange agreement between Metro and LAUSD which provides the sites for the Indiana Light Rail Transit Station and the rebuilding of Ramona Opportunity High School.  Over the next month, Metro and LAUSD will begin pre-construction activities that will allow their respective contractors to set-up their field construction trailers and begin surveying and preparing the sites prior to the start of construction on the two projects.
Tagger Sentenced to State Prison

William D. Figueroa, also know as “Dubsr” was found guilty and sentenced to 23 years state prison on April 5, 2007.  He is responsible for 19 documented vandalism cases occurring on the Metro "Rapid" buses with a total aggregate cost of $49,555.  He stated under Miranda Advisement he was known as "Dubsr" and he was a member of UNOK, Unlike No Other Krew.  He additionally stated he favored the newer articulated buses to tag.

When the Deputies served the Search Warrant at the residence, they learned from family members that he was currently in custody on another unrelated vandalism case.  As the Deputies contacted him at the county jail, they stated he was surprised that he was being investigated for the 19 cases.  Figueroa had two previous arrests and conviction for tagging Metro property.  While searching his residence, the Deputies secured a considerable amount of evidence, see attached photograph. 

Figueroa was identified as a result of an investigation by the Deputies as they interviewed other taggers and they in turn provided information that led to two other additional taggers now serving state prison time.
Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board Meeting Recap

The Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board met last week and voted to:

· authorize the CEO to issue Notice to Proceed for Contract Package A3, Trench Structure, to Flatiron/Fluor/Parsons (FFP), a joint venture, contingent upon successful negotiations; and

· approve 3 Work Orders for Southern California Gas Company facility relocations and authorize the CEO to execute the work orders

· authorize the CEO to delegate signature and contract authority to his/her designee. The designee would have full authority to sign contracts, forms, reports and correspondence up to the CEO’s level of signature authority
· approve the proposed Phase 1 and Phase 2 FY08 budgets

The Expo Board received and filed a report on the CEO-approved contracts and the monthly project status update.

Independent Citizens Advisory Oversight Committee

In accordance with the MTA Reform and Accountability Act of 1998, the Independent Citizens Advisory and Oversight Committee held a public hearing on the results of the audit of the uses of Proposition A and C funds for the year ended June 30, 2006.  Mr. Russell Lesser, Chair, noted that the independent auditors, Thompson, Cobb, Bazillio and Associates, concluded that we had used Proposition A and C funds in accordance with the respective ordinances for the year.  The Committee will prepare a report to the Metro Board on the results of the Committee’s activities for the year.
Of Note

On this day in 1961, the Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority (1958-1964) ends its last former Pacific Electric (red car) rail service on the Los Angeles - Long Beach Line, while continuing to plan and propose a new mass transit system for Los Angeles.  Some streetcar rail service remained until March 31, 1963.
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