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In this issue:

· Senate Transportation and Housing Committee Approves SB 650 (Padilla)
· Assembly Transportation Committee Approves AB 900 (Núñez)
· Second Trade Corridors Improvement Account Work Group
· Cross Valley Connector Gap Closure Event


	Senate Transportation and Housing Committee Approves SB 650 (Padilla)
Today the Senate Transportation and Housing Committee approved SB 650 (Padilla) which would authorize the operation of 65’ extended length buses on dedicated right of ways.  In light of the success of the Metro Orange Line, staff believes that adding capacity on the busway using these buses is the best way to meet the growing demand on the Metro Orange Line.
When SB 650 was introduced, the measure had a statewide application and allowed operation of 65” buses on fixed guideways, dedicated right of ways and other bus rapid transit corridors.  During the hearing, the Committee offered amendments to the bill to narrow the language so that extended length buses would only be used in Los Angeles County on dedicated right of ways such as the Metro Orange Line.  This was done in light of some safety concerns raised by the Teamsters, ATU and UTU.  The author agreed to incorporate this amendment into his measure.  Metro staff will continue to work with the author, CHP and the unions to finalize the language.
Assembly Transportation Committee Approves AB 900 (Núñez)

Yesterday, the Assembly Transportation Committee approved AB 900 (Núñez) which authorizes the Assembly Speaker and Senate Pro Tem to each appoint one voting member to the California Transportation Commission (CTC) and expanding the commission to 13 members.  Currently, the CTC is comprised of 11 members; nine voting members who are appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate and the two ex officio nonvoting members which are the Chairs of the Senate and Assembly Transportation Committees. 

Given the CTC’s significant role in allocating critical transportation dollars coupled with the Governor’s recent action to replace Congressman Esteban Torres with a Northern California representative, Metro Board adopted a support position last month to support AB900.  Metro staff testified at the hearing to support the Speaker’s efforts to achieve balanced representation on the Commission.
Second Trade Corridors Improvement Account Work Group

The second Trade Corridors Improvement Account Work Group meeting is scheduled for Friday, April 13, 2007 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Caltrans Gateway Oaks office, 2800 Gateway Oaks Drive, Sacramento.  At this meeting, transportation and environmental agencies have an opportunity to provide their perspectives on the issues and policy considerations related to goods movement and the Transit Corridor Improvement Fund.  Specifically, the agencies will provide their perspective on:

· The policy objectives outlined in the California Goods Movement Action Plan, as well as the regional plans discussed at the first meeting; and
· The feasibility of implementing the objectives in the California Goods Movement Action Plan and the regional plans.

Cross Valley Connector Gap Closure Event
On Monday, April 23, 2007, the City of Santa Clarita is hosting a Road Opening for Project #8096, Cross Valley Connector Gap Closure, at 10 am. The event will be located at the north/west corner of Aurora and New Hall Ranch Road.  The gap closure is 1.6 mile portion of the eight-and-half-mile Cross Valley Connector Road. The gap closure portion of the Cross Valley Connector is located between I-5/126 and Copperhill/Rye Canyon Road, adjacent to the Gateway Village Shopping Center, as well as the Valencia Industrial Center, and home to more than 1,000 companies.  Metro has contributed $9.396 million to the $17.084 million construction, more than 50% of the total construction cost. 

Board Members who wish to participate in the event are encouraged to contact my office for more information and so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
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