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In this issue:

· Governor’s State Budget/Metro Fare Change Proposal Update
· Regional Fare Forums
· Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board Meeting
· May 1 Immigration March To Impact Metro
· Metro Board Approves Bus Purchase


	Governor’s State Budget

The Governor is currently working to make changes to his proposed budget which will be released in May.  The proposal raids critical public transit dollars, specifically to use Proposition 1B bond proceeds, to meet other State obligations.  The voters entrusted the State to invest the bond proceeds in new transportation improvements. Metro’s ability to effectively deliver service and projects is directly linked to State funding and a modified fare structure.  

We have sent letters to elected officials as well as various community leaders, business partners, transportation colleagues requesting their support in opposing the Governor’s budget proposal on transportation and urging him to reconsider using critical public transit dollars to balance the budget.  Attached is a sample letter that was forwarded to them for their use in sending a letter to the Governor as well as their Senate and Assembly representatives.  Also attached is the background sheet that provides more details on the proposed budget and its impacts to Los Angeles County.

Regional Fare Forums

Last week, we scheduled regional fare forums to accommodate Metro customers throughout Los Angeles County who may wish to provide input on the proposed fare change.  Comments collected at these sites will be incorporated as part of the record of testimony for the May 24th Public Hearing.  Comments may also be submitted via email to fares@metro.net, faxed to (213) 922-4594 or mailed to Metro Headquarters.
Metro San Fernando Valley Service Sector 

Wednesday, May 2, 2007 

6:30 p.m. 

Fare Forum following Meeting 

Marvin Braude Constituent Service Center 

6262 Van Nuys Blvd. 

Van Nuys 

Transportation Business Advisory Council 

Thursday, May 3, 2007 

8:30 a.m. 

Metro Headquarters Building, 3rd floor Gateway Plaza Room 

One Gateway Plaza 

Los Angeles 

Metro Westside/Central Service Sector 

Wednesday, May 9, 2007 

5 p.m. 

Fare Forum Following Meeting 

La Cienega Tennis Center, Sunset Room 

325 S. La Cienega Blvd. 

Beverly Hills 

Metro Gateway Service Sector 

Fare Forum Only
Wednesday, May 9, 2007 

6 p.m 

GATEWAY Offices, Non-Revenue Building 

7878 Telegraph Road 

Downey 

Metro South Bay Service Sector 

Friday, May 11, 2007 

11 a.m. 

Carson Community Center 

801 E. Carson 

Carson 

Metro San Gabriel Valley Service Sector 

Monday, May 14, 2007 

7 p.m. 

San Gabriel Valley Sector Office 

3369 Santa Anita Ave. 

El Monte 

Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board Meeting
The Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board is scheduled to meet this coming Monday, May 7th at 2:30 p.m. in the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration, in the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors’ Hearing Room 381B.

At the meeting, the Expo Board will consider staff recommendations to:

· award of a contract to Padilla & Associates for the provision of DBE Contract and Labor Compliance services
· execute Letter of Agreement between the Los Angeles county Flood Control District and the Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority for design review and construction inspection services
· execute work orders for AT&T for facility relocations at Flower Street from 27th and 33rd and Figueroa Street/Exposition Boulevard

· add a lobbyist or lobbying firm to their federal team to focus on the Exposition Light Rail Transit Project 

· consider alternative station designs submitted by USC/Expo Park stakeholders for the Jefferson and Vermont stations, as well as the optional Trousdale station should funding be identified for its design and construction

In addition to the above listed action items, the board will consider the receive and file report on CEO-approved contracts and a monthly project status update.
The next scheduled meeting will be held on Thursday, June 7, 2007.
May 1 Immigration March To Impact Metro

Media Relations staff provided interviews to several news media organizations regarding tomorrow’s May 1 Immigration March in downtown Los Angeles. Staff explained that Metro Bus detours will begin at Olympic and Broadway at 8 a.m. and will last approximately until Noon. A total of 69 Metro Bus lines will be impacted. Metro Rail will maintain its peak hour service all day long on the Metro Blue and Metro Red lines. The Metro Green and Gold lines will have trains ready to be deployed according to demand. Channels 4, 5, 34, 54, La Opinion, Los Angeles Times and radio stations KPCC and W Radio (Spanish) and Reuters (wire services) are expected to air stories today and tomorrow.

Metro Board Approves Bus Purchase

Media Relations distributed a news release this afternoon announcing that the Board of Directors today approved the purchase of up to 100 new 60-foot high capacity, compressed natural gas (CNG) buses from North American Bus Industries. The total procurement is $86,427,426, which includes fareboxes, radios and spare parts. The news release notes that delivery of these new articulated buses will be completed by Spring 2008. The new buses can seat almost 50 percent more passengers (57 seats) than a standard 40-foot bus and will be used to improve service on the most popular Metro bus lines. 

Reporters from the LA Times, Daily News and City News Service covered today’s Board meeting and will report on Board approval of Tier 1 service changes with the exception of Line 442 and also Board approval to purchase up to 100 new 60-foot high-capacity buses.
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