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In this issue:
· Media Relations Issues News Release Metro’s Proposed FY08 Budget
· Media Inquiry regarding Assembly Member Ted Liu Bill on Green Line Construction Authority
· Congressional Staffers from Washington, DC Visit Metro
· Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board Meeting



	Media Relations Issues News Release on Metro’s Proposed FY08 Budget
Media Relations distributed a news release today noting that Metro will hold a public hearing on a draft $3.121 billion budget for Fiscal Year 2007-08 on Wednesday, June 20, at 2:30 p.m. in the third floor Board room at Metro Headquarters.  The release notes that the public can view copies of the budget proposal at Metro.net or request a copy by calling Records Management at (213) 922-2342 after June 5.  The Board will consider adopting the budget at the Thursday, June 28th Regular Meeting.

The release also indicates that the proposed spending plan is only $85 million or approximately 2.7 percent more than the current Metro budget.  The increase is largely due to increased transportation subsidies for the County and cities, higher operating costs for Metro bus and rail service, funding for municipal bus operators, paratransit service for the disabled and ongoing construction for the Metro Gold Line Eastside extension to East Los Angeles and the first phase of the Expo Light Rail Line to Culver City.  There will be a slight increase in bus service hours spread throughout Los Angeles County, including the popular Metro Orange Line, but the quality of service will improve as Metro launches eight new Metro Rapid lines in FY08 and purchases up to 100 new 60-foot articulated buses that have more seating capacity than standard 40-foot coaches.  Stories may appear in local newspapers tomorrow.
Media Inquiry regarding Assembly Member Ted Liu Bill on Green Line Construction Authority

The Daily Breeze inquired today about Metro’s opposition to a bill by Assembly Member Ted Liu to create a Metro Green Line Construction Authority to build a light rail extension to the Los Angeles International Airport (LAX).  Government Relations staff reported that the agency believes the formation of a construction authority to be premature.  Funding for the project has not yet been identified, and it would compete with other transit funds.  Metro continues to work with a task force to study various transit alternatives and with LAX on its own airport development plans.  Extension of the Green Line has been included in Metro’s Long Range Transportation Plan to be funded by the airport.  The story is expected to run tomorrow.

Congressional Staffers from Washington, DC Visit Metro

A delegation of six congressional aides from Washington, DC visited Metro last week to learn more about our current and planned programs and projects.  In addition to being briefed on Metro’s role as a transportation planner, designer, builder and operator for Los Angeles County, the delegation made a series of site visits.  The site visits included rides on the Metro Red and Gold Lines, Metro Orange Line, a visit to the construction sites for the planned Eastside and Expo Light Rail Lines and a tour of our Bus Operations Center.  On the final day of their visit the congressional aides were given a briefing on the I-710 and a tour of the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach.  Congressional aides from the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee and the offices of U.S. Representatives Xavier Becerra, Howard Berman, Lucille Roybal-Allard and Linda Sanchez participated in our tour.

Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board Meeting

The Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board is scheduled to meet this Thursday, June 7th at 2:30 p.m. in the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration, in the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors’ Hearing Room 381B.

At the meeting, the Expo Board will consider staff recommendations to:

· execute work orders to AT&T California for design and construction of AT&T’s facility relocations in Segment A (18th to Vermont);

· nominate and elect a Director to serve as Vice Chair beginning July 2007;

· issue notice-to-proceed to Flatiron/Fluor/Parsons for trench structure near the University of Southern California campus along Flower Street and Exposition Boulevard from 23rd Street to just west of Vermont Avenue

· adopt resolution of intention to enter into a contract with the California Public Employees’ Retirement System to provide retirement benefits to authority employees;

· consider alternative station designs submitted by USC/Expo Park stakeholders for the Jefferson and Vermont stations, as well as the optional Trousdale station should funding be identified for its design and construction

In addition to the above listed action items, the board will receive and file report on CEO-approved contracts, monthly project status update Phase 2 project alternatives that emerged during the public scoping process, update on Expo Authority Federal lobbyist options.

The next scheduled meeting will be held on Thursday, July 5, 2007.
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