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	California Transportation Commission Approves $822.8M for Los Angeles County

In Sacramento today, the CTC and Caltrans committed or actually released $822.8M in funding for Los Angeles County in five separate actions described below:

· Adoption of the 2006 State Transportation Improvement Program Augmentation:  The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority submitted an ambitious $477 million request for funds made available by the Proposition 1B through the STIP process.  The CTC approved a program, netting Los Angeles County $475 million in total commitments from the 2006 STIP Augmentation.

· Accepted for Information Only the Caltrans State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP):  Caltrans informed the CTC today that it had selected $500 million of SHOPP projects made available by the passage of Proposition 1B.  The SHOPP projects include $150 million in funding primarily for Los Angeles County safety and rehabilitation projects on Interstate 710 from Imperial Highway to Slauson and on Interstate 10 from Interstate 710 to Interstate 5.

· Released a Repayment of $150 million in Metro funds Previously Advanced for Bus Purchases:  When the State Traffic Congestion Relief Program was suspended due to the General Fund crisis, Metro advanced from regional funds a suspended grant for Consent Decree Buses in the amount of $150 million.  Today, the CTC authorized the release of the suspended grant in the amount of $150 million.  The highway projects previously deferred to fund the advance can now move forward using the repaid funds.

· Released $16.4 million in Traffic Congestion Relief Funds for the Route 71 Mission Boulevard Interchange project.

· Released $31.375 million in State Interregional Improvement Program funds for the Glendale Grade Separation project in the City of Glendale – advanced from fiscal year 2007-08.
Our expressions of appreciation for today’s action should go first and foremost to CTC Commissioner Larry Zarian, Caltrans District 7 Director Doug Failing, and CTC Executive Director John Barna, who were all instrumental in the work leading to the approvals today.  A detailed list of the projects approved for programming and the grant funds released will be made available when staff returns to the office on Friday.

California Transportation Commission Denies Authorization for Route 138 Safety Roundabout in Palmdale

Today, the California Transportation Commission (CTC) voted to deny $10.9 million in available funding for a safety project in northern Los Angeles County.  This project is part of the Caltrans administered State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP).  Caltrans District Director Doug Failing presented the request and informed the Commission that an average of one fatality per year and ten injuries per month occur at these four traffic conflict points.  The Commission denied the request because the current project cost of $10.9 million is 136% higher than the original cost estimate of $4.6 million.  Mr. Failing explained the reasons for the increase to the cost estimate but the majority of the Commissioners present opposed authorizing the project despite its safety benefits due to the cost estimate increase.  Voting in opposition to the safety project were Commissioners Bergeson, Guardino, Lindsey, and Alvarado.  Voting in favor of the project were Commissioners Tavaglione, Ghielmetti, and Chalker.  Commissioners Earp and Zarian were absent.

The Caltrans staff report in support of the project allocation request can be found on-line at catc.ca.gov.
House Panel Critiques Bush Administration's Congestion Initiative

The U.S. House Subcommittee on Highways and Transit convened a hearing today in Washington to explore the issue of growing congestion plaguing the nation's surface transportation system and to discuss policy options to address the problem.  Invited witnesses included senior officials from the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration, as well as a handful of officials from state DOT's and an academic institution.  

DOT Under Secretary for Policy Jeffrey Shane extolled the virtues of the Administration's congestion pricing initiative, which is built around the deployment of new strategies such as variable highway pricing and tolling.  Shane characterized the development of tolling and pricing strategies as the most important advancement in transportation planning and contended that public support for such pricing strategies is broad, particularly in communities where they are utilized.  He cited Stockholm, Sweden as a congestion pricing success story.  Representative Peter DeFazio (D-OR), Chairman of the Highways and Transit Subcommittee, vigorously challenged the basic premise of pricing and tolling strategies, saying they produce social inequities and place an unfair burden on low income families.  DeFazio criticized DOT officials for taking a one-dimensional approach to tackling urban congestion, calling it "transportation policy being made at the Heritage Foundation".  He also chided Shane's example of Stockholm as a city where tolling is widely embraced, noting that Europe has invested heavily in rail and transit to a much greater degree than the United States.

FTA Administrator Jim Simpson indicated during the hearing that the FTA is undertaking efforts to quantify the benefits of transit projects from an economic development perspective.  He added that the task is proving to be much more daunting than originally anticipated.  Finally, Simpson indicated that squeezing more capacity from existing transit systems, rather than simply relying on capital expansion efforts, is high on the FTA's agenda.  He cited the importance of deploying new signal technology in order to allow trains to run closer together and also turning to "low tech" fixes such as elongating stations to expand passenger capacity.  

Today's hearing was a continuation of the committee's efforts to examine the various components of the Administration's congestion initiative.  Additional hearings are expected to take place in the coming months.  

US DOT’s Urban Partnership Agreement Program

Today, the U.S. Secretary of Transportation Mary E. Peters announced the list of semi-finalist cities for the US DOT’s Urban Partnership Agreement (UPA) program. Los Angeles is not among the nine cities that were selected which include Atlanta, Dallas, Denver, Minneapolis-St. Paul, Miami, New York City, San Diego, San Francisco, and Seattle. As the lead agency for the Los Angeles region, Metro submitted a joint UPA application that addressed several regional strategies to mitigate traffic congestion in the areas of Transit, Technology, Telecommuting, and Tolling.  Our original proposal presented to the Board did not include a tolling component. However, USDOT advised us that to be competitive the proposal needed to include the tolling element.  In response to US DOT’s comments, we included a pilot program on tolling that was subject to the findings of a future feasibility study and Board approval.  Despite this addition of the tolling pilot, the LA region was not selected as a preliminary Urban Partner.  All those entities announced as semi-finalist today had robust tolling initiatives in their proposals.

The UPA is part of the US DOT’s National Strategy to Reduce Congestion on America’s Transportation Network (the “Congestion Initiative”) program. Selected Urban Partner cities would receive some preference for up to a total of $1.1 billion in federal funds.

The Los Angeles Times today inquired about the Urban Partnership Agreement funding announcement.  Staff reported to the Times that its joint proposal with other agencies was a very comprehensive and detailed plan, focusing on Transit, Technology, Telecommuting and Tolls.  The story is expected to run tomorrow.

1st Vice Chair O'Connor to Represent Metro at Annual Pride Parade

Sunday June 10th, First Vice Chair Pam O'Connor will be representing Metro in the annual Christopher Street West Pride parade in West Hollywood.  Metro, West Hollywood's biggest employer, has been involved in the three-day Festival since it's inception in 1970 and had a bus in the parade longer than anyone can remember.  The parade travels down Santa Monica Boulevard for about a mile and ends just in front of Division 7.  Metro is always very well received at this event where tens of thousands of people line the parade route and more see it on TV.
Rail Safety Videos to play in 14 Los Angeles County Health Clinics 

Metro Communications’ Transit Education Program was approached by Health Educator of the Los Angeles County Health Services to feature the Rail Safety Education videos in English and Spanish in the county’s 14 public clinic waiting rooms.  The program made a very strong impression on the administrator who viewed it by chance while out in the community.   The videos will play two to three times per day in each of the clinics and will run for approximately one year beginning in July. It is estimated that this will constitute 750,000 viewers of all ages throughout the year.
News Release regarding Metro Service Changes for June 24
Media Relations distributed a news release today announcing that Metro will implement a host of bus service enhancements beginning Sunday, June 24 and Monday, June 25.  They include the creation of two Metro Rapid Lines, two new Metro Rapid Express bus lines, two new lines in the San Fernando Valley and a new line between California State University, Los Angeles and Olympic and Indiana in East Los Angeles.  The release also notes that Metro plans to alter service, cancel some unproductive lines during the week and on Saturday and Sundays, as well as shorten some selected bus lines to improve efficiency.

Media Inquiry regarding Metro Bus Accident on Beverly
Several media outlets inquired today regarding an accident involving a Metro Bus. The bus (Line 14) was making a left turn onto Beverly when it apparently hit a curb and then two cars before hitting a building that houses the Radisson Hotel.  There was no damage to the building however a fence adjacent to the building, the sidewalk and plants as well as the bus were damaged in the accident.  One person in one of the cars and one person on board the bus at the time of the accident were injured and transported to nearby hospitals.  Media Relations responded to media inquires from KFWB radio, the LA Times, City News Service and KTTV-TV.  Stories may appear tonight and tomorrow.
Jury Verdict for Passenger/Bus Accident Case
Today, a Santa Monica jury returned a verdict for the plaintiff, Mr. Joseph L. Garcia, against Metro of $13.8 million.  Metro admitted liability in this case in which Mr. Garcia, a passenger on a Metro bus, suffered a serious brain injury, when the bus collided with a parked vehicle.  Attorneys for Mr. Garcia presented damages of more than $45 million.  Metro’s self-insured retention for this accident is $4.5 million with the balance of the $13.8 million award covered by Metro’s excess liability insurance. 
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