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In this issue:

· National Dump the Pump Day 

· June 24 Protest Demonstration – Hollywood District
· Use of Metro’s Helipad for Training
· Hoy Story on Possible Legal Action by BRU
· 

	National Dump the Pump Day Event
This morning I joined Metro Board Chair Gloria Molina, Vice Chair Pam O’Connor and the Metro service sector general managers for a press event to commemorate national “Dump the Pump” day at Metro’s headquarters building.  “Dump the Pump” encourages public transit use to conserve gasoline and help save the environment.  
This morning’s press conference was attended by several television, radio and newspaper outlets.  Metro announced the June 24-25 debut of four new Metro Rapid Lines to give the public more opportunities to dump the pump:  Metro Rapid Lines 760 and 704 and Metro Rapid Express Lines 920 and 940.  APTA, which sponsored the national campaign, reports that U.S. public transportation systems save 1.4 billion gallons of gasoline every year, the equivalent of refueling 109 million cars.  Additionally, public transit produces nearly 50 percent less carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxide, per passenger mile, as private vehicles.  Stories are expected to run today and tomorrow.
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June 24 Protest Demonstration – Hollywood District

On Sunday, June 24, a coalition of activist groups will be holding a war-immigration protest march and rally in the Hollywood District.  The assembly area, as currently proposed, will be on Hollywood Blvd. from Vine, east to Gower; on Vine, between Yucca and Selma; and on Argyle, between Yucca and Selma.  This surrounds our Hollywood/Vine (HV) Station.  The assembly is scheduled for 10:00 a.m., with the march beginning at noon.  Anticipated attendance at this demonstration is projected at 20,000.  Bus Operations Control have sent out detour and delay notices.
Use of Metro’s Helipad for Training
Next week the FBI and LAPD will be conducting air operations training with "touch & goes" on the Metro headquarters building roof-top helipad per the following schedule:

Sunday, June 24, "Night Ops" 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

Monday, June 25, "Day Ops" 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, June 26, make-up training if needed

Wednesday, June 27, make-up training if needed

Thursday, June 28, "Night Ops" 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

Friday, June 29, "Day Ops" 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Hoy Story on Possible Legal Action by BRU

A reporter from the Spanish language newspaper Hoy requested Metro’s reaction to BRU’s threat to file two lawsuits next week because of the fare increase effective on July 1, 2007.  Since to date, no lawsuits have been filed, staff explained that Metro would not comment.  Staff also mentioned that Metro held a press conference this morning to announce, among other things, four new Metro Rapid lines to begin service June 24 and 25.  Today’s press release and the Board decision on Fare Increase were sent to reporter.  A story may run in tomorrow’s edition.
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