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In this issue:

· Judge Denies BRU’s Request to Halt Metro’s Fare Changes
· Metro Transportation Matters Heard Before the Los Angeles City Council Transportation Committee
· Town Hall Discussion on Planes, Trains and Automobiles:  Getting L.A. Moving


	Judge Denies BRU’s Request to Halt Metro’s Fare Changes
Superior Court Judge James C. Chalfant denied the Bus Riders Union, Labor/Community Strategy Center and the Natural Resources Defense Council’s request for a temporary restraining order.  Metro successfully argued the law provides that fare increases to meet operating expenses are exempt from the CEQA requirements.  Reporters with the Los Angeles Times, Daily News, Hoy Newspaper, City News Service, KTLA-TV, and Spanish language television stations 52 and 64 attended today’s court hearing.  Stories are expected to run tonight and tomorrow.
Metro Transportation Matters Heard Before the Los Angeles City Council Transportation Committee

The Los Angeles City Council Transportation Committee today considered several Metro related matters.  LADOT staff provided an oral report on the Wilshire Bus Lane project.  Metro staff was present at Committee to answer questions regarding Metro funding for the project.  LADOT estimated project costs at about $58 million, a significant increase from their initial estimate of $16 million.  The Committee directed City staff to work with Metro and report back in 30 days with financial estimates for various Wilshire Bus Lane scenarios.  

The Committee also received an oral report from LADOT on the feasibility of a bus only lane on Soto Street in Boyle Heights.  LADOT recommended to make traffic and road improvements rather than invest in a bus only lane.  The Committee directed LADOT staff to report back in 30 days with a more comprehensive report on implementing a bus-only lane on Soto Street. 

Metro staff also participated in today’s discussions with the Committee regarding why Los Angeles was not selected as a semi-finalist for the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Urban Partnership program.  Metro staff mentioned that although the region’s application was comprehensive and addressed USDOT’s requirements, its congestion-pricing component was not strong enough to compete with other proposals.  Although our proposal included a congestion-pricing pilot project, it was conditioned on the USDOT's selection of the Los Angeles region as a potential Urban Partner, Board approval, and the results of a feasibility study.  Also, USDOT was looking for congestion-pricing projects that could be implemented within 12-18 months.  Therefore, the USDOT may have considered our value-pricing proposals as more of a preliminary effort with insufficient commitment for early implementation.  Metro staff also mentioned that although the USDOT did not select the Los Angeles region as an Urban Partner, the Los Angeles region still will be able to submit applications and compete for a share of the discretionary funding available for congestion relief.  Councilmember Greuel expressed willingness to support this request and directed LADOT staff to report back in September 2007 on congestion-pricing/ High Occupancy Toll lane options and other alternatives in Los Angeles.

Town Hall Discussion on Planes, Trains and Automobiles:  Getting L.A. Moving
Yesterday, I served as a panel member together with Councilmember Wendy Greuel, Mark Pisano, Executive Director of Southern California Association of Governments, and Alan Rothenburg, President of the Los Angeles Board of Airport Commissioners in a panel discussion entitled "Planes, Trains and Automobiles:  Getting L.A. Moving", hosted by the Town Hall Members.  Director Pam O’Connor was also in attendance.  The audience comprised of high ranking business executives and community leaders.  I discussed about the different combination of transit, highway, and technology tools that Metro employ and the various roles that our agency plays in solving the problems relating to traffic congestion in the Los Angeles County.  I also mentioned the two newly added Metro Rapid lines and the two newly launched Metro Rapid Express lines that Metro introduced last Sunday and Monday respectively.  My fellow panel members and I also answered questions relating to funding, private-public partnerships, flex car, and the possibility of using a variety of other transit solutions employed in other states that may be applicable to our region.
LA Times Inquiry regarding the Westside Extension Corridor Study Alternative Analysis

The L.A. Times has inquired about the Alternative Analysis for the Westside Extension Corridor Study.  Staff explained the study is the first step taken for possibly extending the subway to the Westside.
Metro staff provided the reporter with a brief history that due to the explosion at the Ross Dress for Less Store in the Fairfax District a federal prohibition was placed on tunneling in the area for the past twenty years.  APTA’s “Review of Wilshire Corridor Tunneling” in October 2005, concluded tunneling would be feasible.  The project is one of a number of projects countywide that are being studied to address critical mobility needs.  In a phone interview I conducted with the L.A. Times I reported that the Westside Extension would be one of the projects up for consideration in the Long Range Transportation Plan when it is presented to the Metro board later this year.  Under the current funding we cannot use sales tax from props A&C to help fund the project.  Metro has the Metro Rapid Bus System serving the Westside and Crenshaw corridors; in addition the Expo line is under construction to increase mobility in the area.  The story is expected to run later this week.
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