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In this issue:

· FTA Administrator Simpson Visits Metro
· Media Focuses On Congestion Pricing


	FTA Administrator Simpson Visits Metro
Today, Federal Transit Administrator James S. Simpson visited Metro headquarters.  He was greeted by Board Chair Pam O’Connor and I provided a presentation on Metro’s many projects and programs.  Following a visit to our Bus Operations Center, Simpson was taken on a tour of the Eastside and Exposition alignments, rode on a Metro Rapid line, and experienced the Red and Orange Lines.  During his time at Metro, Mr. Simpson express to me that he was “impressed with the vastness of our transportation challenges and awed by the many tools we have available to meet those challenges.”  Mr. Simpson was sworn in as the Federal Transit Administrator on August 10, 2006.  Previously, he served as a Commissioner for the New York State Metropolitan Transportation Authority, where he served for 10 years on the Finance Committee, the New York City Transit Committee and the Governance Committee.
Media Focuses On Congestion Pricing

Media Relations staff was interviewed this morning by Channels 7 and 54 and the Weekly newspaper in Walnut about congestion pricing.  Staff noted the Metro Board of Directors last week directed staff to work with Caltrans and other agencies in coming up with a detailed operating plan for at least three congestion pricing options by 2010.  Reporters were told that with the state gas tax unchanged since 1995, there is a critical need to find ways to generate additional revenue for highway and public transit projects.  Congestion pricing, used successfully around the country and in London and in other major world cities, might help bring in more revenue while also encouraging more people to rideshare.  The Metro study will take a hard look at different options.  Although it’s premature to talk about specific options, staff noted that some areas that would be explored are toll lanes for trucks on the 710 Freeway and charging motorists a surcharge for driving into downtown during rush hours similar to a program that London and other cities have implemented.  When asked about allowing single drivers to use carpool lanes, staff said that’s something Metro can look it.  In response to criticism that taxpayers already paid to construct freeway carpool lanes, Media Relations reps noted drivers already are paying a price for worsening traffic – the average motorist in Los Angeles wastes 93 hours a year idling in traffic and it costs each driver more than $1,000 in lost productivity.  The state gas tax hasn’t changed since 1995 although there are more cars and trucks on the road and there simply isn’t sufficient revenue to keep up with the demand for highway improvements and expanding rideshare options that would help ease congestion.
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