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	Sacramento Update on Transportation Legislation
Next week, policy committees in each house of the Legislature will be considering a number of bills.  At this point in the process, each house has passed measures from the house of origin and bills are now being considered in the opposite house.  Specifically, each house will be considering the opposite house’s proposals for implementing the various categories of Proposition 1B.  Metro has been working with Legislative leadership on the measures identified below.  The Legislature also has yet to consider a final budget after the Conference Committee issued its recommendation last Friday.  Metro staff will be in Sacramento on Monday and Tuesday working with our advocacy team and legislative leadership.

The following measures will be considered in the Assembly and Senate Committee meetings next week.  A number of these measures have also been amended recently and staff is currently reviewing those amendments.

Assembly Transportation Committee (Monday)

· SB 9 (Lowenthal) Trade Corridor Improvement Fund – Proposes an allocation process for the $1 billion in funding for air quality improvements related to goods movement.  Board position: Work with author.
· SB 19 (Lowenthal) Trade Corridor Improvement Fund – Proposes an allocation process for the $2 billion in funding for goods movement projects.  Board position: Work with author.
· SB 45 (Perata) Transit Safety and Security – Proposes an allocation process for $1 billion in transit security funds from Proposition 1B.  Board position: Work with author.
· SB 375 (Steinberg) – Modifies the Regional Transportation Planning process.  Board position: Work with Author
· SB 716 (Perata) – This is Senate President Pro Tem Perata’s proposal to allow the CTC a role in allocating transit funds from Proposition 1B.  Board position: Oppose.
· SB 748 (Corbett) – Proposes a program structure for the State and Local Partnership Program funded by Proposition 1B.  Board position: Oppose.
· SB 974 (Lowenthal) – Implements a container fee at specified ports in California.  Board position: Support, work with author.
Senate Transportation Committee (Tuesday)

· AB 995 (Nava) – Proposes an allocation process for goods movement funding from Proposition 1B.  Board position: No position taken; staff received initial amendments yesterday.
· AB 1350 (Nunez) – Proposes an allocation process for $1 billion in transit security funds from Proposition 1B.  Board position: Support if amended.
· AB 1351 (Levine) – Proposes a structure for the State and Local Partnership Program funded by Proposition 1B.  Board position: Support.
Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board Meeting Recap

The meeting of the Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board was held on Thursday, July 5, 2007.  During the meeting the Board approved the following items:
· The City of Los Angeles FY08 Annual Work Plan;

· The Caltrans FY08 Annual Work Plan;

· The Department of Water and Power FY08 Annual Work Plan; and

· The Memorandum of Understanding with Time Warner.

In addition to the above listed action items, the board:

· Received and filed the monthly project status update, which covered the progress of construction, major milestones, and a summary of jobs program activites;
· Adopted the updated salary structure, which reflects a 3.5% CPI increase; and

· Received and filed an update on Expo’s list of potential candidates to be considered for the federal Expo Lobbyist position.  During discussion on this item Boardmembers requested the following information:

· If any of the candidates have or had a relationship with Metro and the nature of that relationship (the Board asked that this be added to future interview processes); and

· An outline of the candidate’s experience with lobbying on transportation matters.

The next scheduled meeting will be held on Thursday, August 2, 2007.

Media Inquiry on Potential Impact of OCTA Strike Threat 

A KNX news radio reporter contacted Metro Media Relations staff today and asked about Metro’s labor experience as OCTA faces a potential strike this weekend. Metro staff underscored Metro service is not affected by the strike threat in Orange County.  Our unions are in the second year of a three year contract.  The reporter asked for background on past Metro strikes in 2000 and 2003, however, staff pointed out a new “interest-based bargaining” approach last year resulted in reaching new contract agreements before the old contracts expired for the first time in Metro history.  Last year’s labor talks were peaceful and productive.  Staff would not comment on OCTA’s negotiations.  Asked to comment in general about the impacts of past transit strikes in Los Angeles, staff said everyone suffered – our customers, our employees and the region’s economy and traffic.  There were no winners.

Media Inquiry Regarding Transit TVs for BART System

The Contra Costa Times today inquired about Metro’s Transit TV system for its possible use on the BART system in the San Francisco Bay Area.  Staff reported that the great majority of the agency’s bus fleet is now equipped with the Transit TVs, which function principally as a passenger amenity.  Metro receives a minimum of $100,000 in advertising revenue from the system.  The TVs have proven a popular amenity in customer surveys, with the majority of riders approving of the TVs.  Staff reported that the agency decided not to install them on rail vehicles because the audio would not be effective against train noise levels.  The story is expected to run tomorrow.

Repair Work to Begin on Art Terrazzo Ellipse at North Hollywood Orange Line Station

On Monday, July 9, Shimmick Construction Company, Inc/Obayashi Corporation, a Joint Venture will start repair work on the art terrazzo ellipse at the North Hollywood Orange Line station.  A portion of the platform will be blocked off while repair work is ongoing, but full passenger service will be provided.

Upcoming CEO Meeting and Events
Next week I will be meeting with William McSweeney, the new LASD’s Chief of the Office of Homeland Security.  I will also participate in the Antelope Valley Inland Port Task Force Meeting to discuss the potential for an "inland port" in the Antelope Valley.  In addition, I will participate in the Mobility 21 Coalition Meeting, which has “Funding America’s Loading Dock: Securing bond funding for green growth along Southern California’s international trade corridors” as its theme.
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