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In this issue:

· Senate Appropriations Committee Repeals 20 Year Old Subway Tunneling Ban and Funds Eastside Project
· Metro Board Chair Pam O’Connor Releases Statement On Senate/House Action
· Media Inquiry: LA Times Story On Subway Extension
· ProgramMetro Database Users Have Signed Up and Are Ready for Workshops


	Senate Appropriations Committee Repeals 20 Year Old Subway Tunneling Ban and Funds Eastside Project

One day after a similar action by the House Committee on Appropriations, the Senate Appropriations Committee moved today to pass its Fiscal Year 2008 spending bill for transportation programs.  The bill includes language that repeals a two decade old prohibition on using federal funds for subway tunneling in the Wilshire Corridor.  The subway tunneling ban was instituted as a result of language included in Section 321 of the Fiscal Year 1986 Department of Transportation Act (P.L. No. 99-190).  The bill adopted today also includes $70 million for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, which is $10 million less than the amount outlined in the project’s Full Funding Grant Agreement.  Unlike the House spending bill, the Senate measure did not include funding for Small Starts programs.  For this reason, Metro did not receive the $16 million earmark [which was secured in the House bill] we sought in small starts funding to help expand our successful Metro Rapid system.  Metro’s Government Relations staff will be working with Congressional aides to ensure that our legislative priorities, including full funding for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, are addressed when a conference is held later this year to reconcile the House and Senate transportation spending bills.
Metro Board Chair Pam O’Connor Releases Statement On Senate/House Action 

Media Relations distributed a statement from Metro Board Chair Pam O’Connor today regarding the Senate Transportation Appropriation bill now joins the House version with similar language repealing the congressional provision prohibiting the use of federal funds for tunneling along the Wilshire corridor.  (The statement is attached)

Media Inquiry: LA Times Story On Subway Extension

The Los Angeles Times is preparing a story for tomorrow that will take a look at subway projects being build and proposals to extend the Metro Purple Line west along the Wilshire corridor to Santa Monica.  The reporter requested information on the costs involved and a timeframe for how long the project might take to complete.  The reporter was told that the Board as a whole has not approved the extension project.  The reporter was told that staff is currently updating the Long Range Transportation Plan to be presented to the Board later this summer.  The reporter was given a Board report that was presented to the Board back in February that outlined potential implementation timeframes and cost for a Metro Purple Line Westside Extension.  The reporter was also given a copy of the American Public Transportation Association’s (APTA) Peer Review Panel’s review of the Wilshire Corridor Tunneling that was conducted in October, 2005. 

ProgramMetro Database Users Have Signed Up and Are Ready for Workshops 

Recently, Countywide Planning and Development requested that all Los Angeles County cities/agencies requiring access to Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) project funds complete and return a ProgramMetro User Verification Letter to access the new ProgramMetro database and to RSVP for database workshops.  The verification letters were due July 6, 2007 and to-date approximately 85% of the cities/agencies contacted have replied.  We are now awaiting responses from 18 remaining cities/agencies as shown on the attached list.

ProgramMetro is Countywide Planning’s new TIP database that will streamline Los Angeles County’s TIP submittal and amendment process and will improve access to project funding information.  We will be launching ProgramMetro in September 2007.  Last month, we e-mailed and mailed our letter announcing the ProgramMetro database and providing a template of the verification letter to all Los Angeles County cities/agencies that we knew would require access to the TIP.  Our letter also announced specific ProgramMetro database workshops in August, September, and October 2007, where city/agency representatives may be trained on the ProgramMetro software. 

For more information on ProgramMetro, please contact Nancy Marroquin at (213) 922-7237, marroquinn@metro.net, or Avital Shavit at (213) 922-7518, shavita@metro.net.
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