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In this issue:

· Gridlock on State Budget in Sacramento Continues
· Metro Bus Vs. Truck Accident
· Public Rally and Programs to Stop Global Warming


	Gridlock on State Budget in Sacramento Continues

The Senate Republican Caucus is expected to release its version of a State budget tomorrow.  When the budget negotiations broke down over the weekend, Senate Democrats asked that the Republican Caucus submit its version of a budget rather than simply opposing the budget proposed by the Assembly.  The Republican Caucus has been demanding cuts above and beyond those already agreed to in the Assembly so we do not expect them to propose a more positive budget for transportation funding.

Metro Bus vs. Truck Accident

Media Relations was advised of an accident that occurred this morning at 8:50 a.m. involving a Metro Bus.  A Line 81 bus was traveling northbound on Figueroa Street in the number two lane when a pick up truck made a sudden stop before making a right turn onto Ave 49, causing the bus operator to brake to avoid hitting the truck which then caused the operator to swerve the bus to the left onto oncoming traffic.  The bus then hit a Ford Explorer and a Toyota.  The bus operator and three passengers were transported to nearby hospital.  Three other passengers were treated at the scene of the accident and released.  The driver of the Ford Explorer claimed injuries as well and was taken to Huntington Memorial.  Channel 4 and 11 responded to the scene and did live reports of the accident via their news helicopters.  The accident is currently under investigation.  The driver of Toyota who was interviewed by a Metro Supervisor indicated that the truck appeared to have made a left turn in front of the bus. 

Public Rally and Programs to Stop Global Warming
On Friday, July 27, 2007, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. a rally will be held in MacArthur Park to celebrate Los Angeles’ global warming solutions and support comedian and social activist Dick Gregory who will announce his more than 3,000 mile walk from Los Angeles to Washington DC to spotlight how global warming affects everyone.  The event will take place at the boat house in MacArthur Park, which is located at Wilshire Boulevard and South Alvarado Street, across from the Metro Red Line.

The event will include give-aways, educational programs, entertainment and will provide an opportunity to learn about:

· creating green spaces and butterfly gardens,

· the City's appliance replacement program,

· energy-efficient light bulb giveaway,

· tire inflation station, and

· Los Angeles watershed protection programs.

Rally Speakers include Los Angeles City Council President Eric Garcetti, LA Council Member Ed Reyes, National Wildlife Federation Director Jerome Ringo, and Comedian Dick Gregory.
The event organizer is the National Wildlife Federation.  For more information, please contact: Tenecia Brown at (800) 247-7387 ext 6403 (cell phone: (832) 233-7537) brownt@nwf.org or Shell Rumohr  at (512) 610-7764 rumohr@nwf.org 
You are invited to join in the celebration of LA’s effort to stop global warming.
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