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· SAFETEA-LU Technical Corrections Bill Is Adopted By U.S. House of Representatives
· Congressional Leaders Call Bridge Collapse In Minnesota A “Wake Up Call” On Nation’s Crumbling Infrastructure
· State Budget Update
· Caltrans Disparity Study
· Media Covers Launch of the Stop on Red Campaign
· Media Inquiry into Metro Orange Line Express Study
· Media Notification Regarding Start of Metro Track Installation for the Metro Gold Line
· Photo Op for the Start of Trench Construction Activity for the Expo LRT Line 


	SAFETEA-LU Technical Corrections Bill Is Adopted By U.S. House of Representatives

The full House moved this evening to adopt H.R. 3248, legislation to amend the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users to make technical corrections.  The measure was adopted under suspension of the rules.  The bill includes a number of provisions concerning projects in Los Angeles County, including language related to both the planned Exposition Light Rail Line and the San Gabriel Valley-Gold Line Foothill Extension.  The measure also includes a provision repealing the longstanding prohibition on the use of federal funds for subway tunneling along Wilshire Corridor.  As previously reported, before moving to the President for his signature, H.R. 3248 would need to be adopted by the U.S. Senate, which has not signaled when it will be called for a vote.  Metro staff will provide more details on this legislation tomorrow, including an explanation of the following language included in the bill that is related to two planned rail projects in Los Angeles County.

(k) LOS ANGELES EXTENSION.—In evaluating the local share of the project authorized by subsection (c)(104A) in the new starts rating process, the Secretary shall give consideration to project elements of the project authorized by subsection (b)(13) advanced with 100 percent non-Federal funds.

(l) SAN GABRIEL VALLEY––GOLD LINE FOOTHILL EXTENSION PHASE II.—In evaluating the local share of the San Gabriel Valley––Gold Line Foothill Extension Phase II project authorized by subsection (b)(33) in the new starts rating process, the Secretary shall give consideration to project elements of the San Gabriel Valley–Gold Line Foothill Extension Phase I project advanced with 100 percent non-Federal funds.

Congressional Leaders Call Bridge Collapse In Minnesota A “Wake Up Call” On Nation’s Crumbling Infrastructure

U.S. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) referred to the tragic collapse of a highway bridge over the Mississippi River in Minneapolis on Wednesday as “a wake up call for [Americans].”  The Chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, James Oberstar (D-MN) went further in discussing the bridge collapse, which killed and injured dozens of commuters.  The Chairman remarked that when Congress rewrites the highway funding bill in 2009, "we are not going to settle for a bargain-basement transportation policy.”  Congressman Tom Petri (R-WI), a senior member of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee stated, “people think they are saving money by not investing in infrastructure and the result is you have catastrophes like this, you have bottlenecks on a day to day basis and you end up paying much more, one way or another, than if you do it right the first time.”  U.S. Secretary of Transportation Mary E. Peters today called on all states to immediately inspect any steel deck truss bridges similar to the I-35 bridge that collapsed in Minneapolis.

State Budget Update

Last night, the State Senate failed to garner enough votes to pass the State budget.  The Senate voted 26-14, one Republican vote short of passage.  The discussions regarding the budget continue to focus on issues unrelated to transportation.  We expect that the cuts to the Public Transportation Account will be maintained.  It is anticipated that the Senate will eventually pass a budget very similar to the one approved in the Assembly with the understanding that the Governor will exercise his line-item veto power to make additional cuts.  Senate President Pro Tem Don Perata adjourned the session but is keeping members on call.  Some legislators have speculated that the Senate will return August 20th to finalize the budget.  Others have speculated that negotiations would continue over the weekend and the Senate would return for a final budget vote next week.

Caltrans Disparity Study

Yesterday, the California Department of Transportation issued a Disparity Study, which provides an analysis of the Department’s implementation of the Federal Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Program.  In a previous Executive Order, the Governor had called for the creation of a bond guarantee program that would use funds from the Public Transportation Account to provide bond guarantees for small businesses.  After discussions with the transit community, this proposal was modified to use funds from the broader State Highway Account.  Assemblymember Karen Bass (D-47) has authored AB 1695 which would implement this program. The measure is being held in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.  Government Relations staff will be monitoring this issue for impacts to Metro’s projects and programs.

Media Covers Launch of the Stop on Red Campaign
Numerous television outlets including Ch. 2/9, 4, 7, 9, 34, 52, 54, 62 & 18 along with some print media attended today’s news conference held here at the Gateway building to kick off “Think Ahead, Stop on Red” safety campaign that will be marked nationally Aug. 4 – 11.  Metro Board Chair Pam O’Connor joined LA City Council Member Wendy Greuel, LADOT General Manger Gloria Jeff and Metro’s Chief Operations Officer Carolyn Flowers as well as LA County, City, Caltrans and various law enforcement officials urging motorist to stop on red lights to avoid serious accidents.  Metro noted that recently a Metro Bus operator was killed by a driver of a SUV who ran a red light and an elderly woman was seriously hurt when her vehicle ran a red light and struck a Metro Orange Line Bus.  The event included a testimonial by Ms. Toni Adams, a mother whose eight year old son was killed by a motorist who ran a red light.  Stories are expected to air tonight and tomorrow. 

Media Inquiry into Metro Orange Line Express Study

The Daily News inquired today regarding information on a Metro Orange Line Express Study.  The Metro San Fernando Valley Service Sector presented a PowerPoint presentation to its governance council meeting in July.  The reporter was given a copy of that presentation.  The reporter was told that the study was initially requested by SFV Governance Council member Brad Rosenheim and a similar request was made by the Mayor’s office.  The presentation showed that Metro Orange Line Express trips, if implemented, would operate only Monday through Friday and would skip five stops (De Soto, Woodley, Woodman, Tampa and Laurel Canyon).  Travel times could be reduced by approximately four minutes however, benefits of faster trip times may be off-set by longer wait times at non-express stations.  The story on the study may appear tomorrow.

Media Notification Regarding Start of Metro Track Installation for the Metro Gold Line

Media Relations issued a Metro Gold Line construction update news release this afternoon noting that First Street, between Alameda and Vignes Streets, in the Little Tokyo/Arts District in downtown Los Angeles will have night time partial street closures on August 6, 7, 13 and 14 to begin installation of the rail track for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension.  This partial street closure will affect traffic heading eastbound on First Street from 6 p.m. through 6 a.m.  Motorist traveling eastbound on First Street will be detoured northbound to Alameda, eastbound on Commercial Street until Vignes Street and southbound until First Street.  Westbound traffic will not be affected.  Local access will be provided for Garey and Hewitt Streets businesses and residents and access to Savoy’s complex garage and emergency vehicles will be maintained at all times.

Photo Op for the Start of Trench Construction Activity for the Expo LRT Line
A Photo Op will take place on August 10th at 9:00 a.m. to commemorate the start of Trench Construction activity in the USC/Expo Park Area for the Expo Metro Line Construction Authority.  This is the start of heavy construction and is a critical milestone for the project.  The trench will extend from Flower Street South of Jefferson Boulevard to Exposition Boulevard and Pardee Way.  The trench will be approximately 30 feet deep and 1,600 feet long.
Board Members who wish to participate in the event can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
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