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	Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard visits Metro

Today, Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard met with me, Mike Cannell (Metro Rail General Manager), Dennis Mori, Eastside Extension Project Manager and Government Relations to see the new Ansaldo Breda rail cars that will provide service on the Metro Gold Line Eastside extension project.  In addition, three of our K-9 units along with Commander Dan Finkelstein were able to share how we have been able to use the Department of Homeland Security grants to provide security on our bus and rail lines.

The Congresswoman rode on the Metro Gold Line to the Metro Mid-Way maintenance yard to see where the rail cars would be maintained. She also was pleased to have the opportunity to drive the rail car in the yard. We thanked her for her efforts in the House Committee on Appropriations in securing $80 million for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension project.

Governor Schwarzenegger Signs the State Budget

The State budget was signed by the Governor today, but not without including $703 million in additional budget cuts to ensure a reserve of $4 billion. As expected, the Governor vetoed $100 million from the STA program leaving a total of $316 million in the program statewide. This $100 million will be used to fund the 2007-08 STIP transit capital project cash drawdowns.

The transportation budget will shift $1.259 billion of PTA funds for non-transit related services including:

· $948 million in bond debt service

· $129 million in developmental services / regional center transportation

·   $99 million for home-to-school transportation

·   $83 million for re-payment of Proposition 42.

 

This morning the administration held a conference call to discuss the State transportation budget. The call included Business, Transportation & Housing Secretary Dale Bonner and Caltrans Director Will Kempton. Throughout their presentation, they emphasized that the Governor is proud have been able to provide transportation funding at historic levels. They stated that all transit capital projects currently programmed in the STIP in 2007-08 should receive their allocations. Specifically, they cited that Expo should be allocated the full $314 million; however they assume that only $80 million would be drawn down in 2007-08. Samantha Bricker with the Expo Authority clarified that although Expo only requires $80 million of cash flow for the project this next fiscal year, Expo will be making $314 million in contract commitments. 

The Assembly Speaker also released a statement in response to the widespread criticism of the role of Democrats in the State’s transportation budget.  In his statement he says that Democrats are not happy with the transportation budget, but that the public transit budget is actually better than what is being reported and much better than what the Governor and the Republican legislators wanted. The Speaker also discusses how the budget deal includes protection for 50% of future spillover for transportation and that funding is at higher levels than previous years.  Please find the link to the Speaker’s statement below.
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a46/press/20070824AD46PR01.htm
Metro Rail Tour with Los Angeles City Planning GM Gail Goldberg

Today, I along with Metro’s Chief Planning Officer, Carol Inge, Chief Operations Officer, Carolyn Flowers and Chief of Real Property Management & Development Roger Moliere took Los Angeles City Planning General Manager Gail Goldberg on a tour of the Red Line and Orange Line. The purpose of the tour was for Ms. Goldberg to be able to travel on both lines and receive details about the vehicles themselves and hear what kind of planning went into determining the various routes. In addition, she hopes to apply the information she learned to pertinent City planning projects that involve transportation.

65-Foot Metro Liner to Debut on Metro Orange Line
Metro will be conducting a press event at the North Hollywood Metro Orange Line Station on Monday, August 27 at 10:00 a.m. to officially debut the brand new 65-foot articulated CNG bus, which enters a one-year demonstration period that day.  Just 10 feet shorter than a single Metro Red Line rail car, the extra-long transit vehicle made by North American Bus Industries, Inc. is a first-of-its-kind, designed exclusively to operate on the Metro Orange Line, and is the highest capacity articulated compressed natural gas bus to go in operation in North America.  The bus is a full five feet longer than its 60-foot predecessor, and provides room for 66-seated passengers as compared to 57 seats in the 60-foot model.  These nine additional seats represent a 16 percent gain in seating capacity.  When fully loaded with seated and standing passengers, the new 65-foot bus can accommodate up to 100 passengers as compared to 84 passengers in the 60-foot model.  Metro has been granted an exemption from Caltrans to permit operation of the 65-foot vehicle exclusively on the Orange Line.  Metro will evaluate bus performance, including maneuverability, passenger capacity, passenger acceptance, and operating range during the demonstration period.  The Los Angeles Times, Daily News and KCRW today inquired about the bus.  Stories are expected to run over the weekend and Monday morning.

Media Inquiry into Metro Bus Accident Line 204

Metro media staff responded to inquiries from Fox 11, LA Times and KFI AM 640 regarding an accident that occurred last night. Metro bus line 204, while traveling south on Vermont Avenue near 8th street, made an unexpected stop when a car cut in front of it. Several patrons on the bus fell to the floor. A total of 13 patrons were transported to nearby hospitals complaining of neck and back pain. At the time of transport, the injuries did not appear to be serious. Line 204 is the heaviest traveled line in the South Bay corridor.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, I will be meeting with Chair O' Connor.  I will also meet with the City of Los Angeles Staff before they tour Metro's transit system including the Orange Line, Exposition Line and the Gold Line Eastside Extension.  In addition, I will be participating in the 65-Foot Articulated Bus Media Event, Mobility 21 Summit Steering Committee Meeting and the FTA New Starts Projects Quarterly Review Meeting.

Of Note
On this day in 1976, the California legislature passed AB1246, the County Transportation Commissions Act, a bill creating Transportation Commissions in Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, and San Bernardino Counties. The preamble of the bill stated: “Public demand for an efficient public transportation system in the southern California region resulting from population sprawl, the concentration of many transit dependent citizens in the large urban areas, and increasing mobility requirements indicates a need for improved, as well as more innovative, policy and decision-making institutions to resolve these problems.”
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First Rail ceremony. Metro Blue Line.  January 11, 1988.
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