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	Metro Hosts Briefing and Tour for Los Angeles City Council Transportation Aides

Yesterday, I was pleased to welcome Los Angeles City Council transportation aides to a day long Metro briefing and tour.  In the morning, Metro staff provided an overview of Metro’s projects and programs including the six transit corridor studies that are in progress.  The group then witnessed the construction of our two newest light rail lines, the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension and the Expo Line.  In the afternoon, the group visited the transit oriented development at the Wilshire/Vermont Station, rode one of the very successful Metro Rapid lines and ended their day on the Metro Orange Line.  Participating offices included Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Council President Eric Garcetti and Councilmembers Wendy Greuel, Jose Huizar, Tom LaBonge, Bernard Parks, Jan Perry, Bill Rosendahl, Jack Weiss and Dennis Zine.
Metro Receives National Acclaim and Two APTA AdWheel Awards

The annual AdWheel Awards competition honors the American Public Transportation Association’s (APTA) member organizations for excellence in advertising, design, communications, marketing, and promotions.  APTA received over 750 submittals and awarded Metro first place in two categories.  The award winners will be announced at the APTA Annual Meeting in Charlotte, N.C. later this year. 

Metro received first place for our “Go Metro” campaign in the prestigious “overall ad campaign” category.  This ad campaign was also awarded first place by the Transportation Marketing and Communications Association (TMCA) earlier this year. 

Metro also received first place for the “Metro Rail Heads East/Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension” brochure in the print media brochure category. 

Metro is increasingly receiving national acclaim for our communications efforts.  In 2007 alone Metro received eight other design awards including three TMCA design awards, two Signs of the Times awards, a Print Magazine Business Graphics Award, a Society of Environmental Graphic Design award, and an American Institute of Architects (AIA) award. 

Reserve the Dates

Free Canon Concert for Metro Patrons
On Saturday, September 8, 2007 the alternative rock band Canon will present a free concert exclusively to Metro patrons who show their valid metro pass or Metro Rail ticket at Union Station’s Old Ticket Room.  Canon’s members are pro-transit and they are actively promoting the green angle.  The band is currently developing a song about Metro that will premiere at the concert.

Board Members who wish to participate in this event can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
California Association for Coordinated Transportation National Summit

From September 12 to 14, 2007 the California Association of Coordinated Transportation (CalACT) will hold their first national summit in Long Beach, CA.  The topic for the summit is how transportation agencies can assist in combating global warming and how transit providers can mitigate the wave of new seniors in the next decade.

Board Members who wish to participate in this event can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
Federal Transit Administration Listening Session

On Thursday, September 13, 2007 the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) will present the first in a series of five public meetings held nationwide.  During these meetings, FTA staff will present and describe the provisions of the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Section 5309 Major Capital Investment Projects issued on August 3, 2007.  Attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions of the speakers.  This session will be most useful for transit agency staff currently working on or interested in pursuing a New, Small, or Very Small Starts Transit Project. 

The FTA Listening Session will be held in Metro’s Board Room and will start at 9:00 a.m.

32nd Annual Bus Roadeo and Media Event

On Saturday, September 15, 2007 Metro will hold its 32nd annual Bus Roadeo at Santa Anita Park.  Practice sessions and preliminaries will take place in the weeks preceding the event.  Approximately 30 contestants will qualify to vie for the top spot on the final day of the competition.

The Bus Roadeo features competition for both Bus Operators and Bus Mechanics.  Bus Operators navigate an obstacle course and are scored based on time and accuracy of avoiding cones and other obstacles on the course.  Mechanics test their skills on several bus systems to identify defects and perform an inspection.  The Metro Bus Roadeo’s winners will advance to the Southern California regional in May 2008.

A media event will take place on Thursday, September 13 between 5:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. to provide media an opportunity to ride the Bus Roadeo course and experience the skill required to drive for Metro.
Access LA City Hall

On Thursday, September 20, 2007 the City of Los Angeles is hosting their Access Los Angeles City Hall event.  More than 200 business and civic leaders are expected to participate in this annual, no-cost event.  Business people from throughout the region converge on City Hall for a half-day of meetings and breakout sessions on issues vital to the city.  Previous topics include public safety, transportation, improving L.A.’s business environment, aviation, housing and education.  The morning kicks off with a special plenary session in City Council Chambers with speeches by top city officials, including the mayor, city council president, city controller and city attorney.
Outstanding Environmental and Engineering Geologic Project Award.

Please join me on Wednesday, September 26, 2007 as the Association of Environmental & Engineering Geologists (AEG) honors Metro with their 2007 Outstanding Environmental and Engineering Geology Project Award for the L.A. Metro Redline Subway.  The award ceremony will take place at the Sheraton Universal Hotel in Los Angeles at 9:30 in the morning.

The Association of Environmental & Engineering Geologists (AEG) is a U.S.-based non-profit education-oriented corporation comprised of approximately 3,400 members residing in 26 countries who share common interests in applying the principles of geology to solve a variety of problems relevant to society.  

The Outstanding Environmental and Engineering Geologic Project Award was established in1993 to recognize a project that meets the following criteria:

1.
Displays national or international significance.

2.
Demonstrates the application of the principles of environmental and engineering geology to the solution of a problem affecting the public.

3.
Shows recognition of and respect for the environment and history and culture of the project area.

4.
Provides an opportunity for public education in:

a.
environmental and engineering geology,

b.
environmental issues, and

c.
culture and history of the area.

Board Members who wish to participate in this event can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
Of Note

On this day in 1901, Metro’s Division 6 on Sunset Avenue in Venice originally opened as Pacific Electric’s Pacific Park Car House and has been in continuous service ever since.  The Division operated rail service for 48 years until it was switched to bus operations in 1950.  The 3.13 acre Division celebrated its 100th year of transit service in 2001 and currently has 81 buses serving five lines
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