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	Metro and Caltrans to Hold Workshops to Assist 2007 Call for Projects Grant Recipients

On Tuesday, October 9, 2007, Metro in cooperation with Caltrans will hold two workshops for successful 2007 Call for Projects grant recipients.  The first workshop, which will begin at 9:30 a.m. in the Boardroom, will provide an overview of the Call for Projects requirements, federal, state and local funding guidelines and provide a question and answer period for project sponsors.  The next workshop, starting at 1:00 p.m., will feature a Caltrans hosted workshop specifically focused on their requirements for processing federal and state funds.

How Magazine Selects Metro for Three Design Awards

How Magazine, a national publication, selected Metro for three additional design awards as part of their “In-House Design Competition” for work done by organizations with in-house designers.  The magazine reviewed over 4,000 entries and recognized Metro Creative Services with three additional design awards for the design of 1) Metro’s fleet paint scheme and graphics, 2) Metro’s series of popular proprietary icons, and 3) Metro’s fare media series.  Winning entries will be featured in an upcoming issue of the magazine.

Rail Safety Material Mailed to Residents in Highland Park, Mount Washington and Lincoln Heights
Metro’s Transit Education Programs has mailed 46,592 pieces of rail safety information to zip codes in the Highland Park, Mount Washington, and Lincoln Heights communities to stress the importance of obeying all traffic lights, warning devices, and crossing gates in light of the two recent Gold Line accidents.  The information reminds the community that safety begins with them and they must continue to be mindful of the presence of the system.  The outreach team continues with its annual round of personal presentations in the community including evening presentations to adults.

Students Learn how to Watch for Dangers along their Route to School
On October 3, 2007, Metro’s Transit Education Programs joined Safe Kids Worldwide, FedEx Express, Long Beach Memorial Hospital, and Long Beach Police and Fire departments for the International Walk to School Day, playing host to more than 1,000 Roosevelt Elementary School students.  The children walked to school, learning about the dangers to watch for along their routes.  Students learned how to safely cross the Blue Line tracks, how to catch a driver’s eye before crossing in front of a bus, how to judge whether a backing truck driver can see them, and how to incorporate walking to school into a fitness program.  The Long Beach Walk was one of 600 such events held around the world.

Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Construction Notice and Notice of Night Construction

Construction Notice
Starting on Monday, October 8 through Thursday, November 8, 2007 the median at the intersection of First Street and Vignes Street will be closed.  This closure is necessary to prepare for track work installation.  Eastbound and westbound traffic will be maintained on First St; however, northbound and southbound thru traffic on Vignes St. will be limited to right turns only.  Traffic lanes may be shifted to accommodate construction activities.

WHAT:
Guideway work

WHEN:
Monday, October 8, 2007 through Thursday, November 8, 2007, weather permitting.

WHERE:
Intersection of First Street and Vignes

WHAT TO EXPECT:

· Eastbound and westbound traffic on First St. will be maintained, with left turns prohibited.

· Access to northbound and southbound traffic on Vignes St. will be restricted to right turns only.

· Pedestrian and driveway access will be maintained.

· Flaggers will redirect pedestrian traffic.

· Fire Department and emergency vehicles access will be maintained at all times.

Notice of Night Construction
On the night of Tuesday, October 9, 2007, the westbound lane of First Street between Evergreen and Lorena will be closed to traffic.  This closure is necessary for the Contractor to pour cement at the East Portal.

WHAT:
Lane closure for cement pours

WHEN:
Tuesday, October 9, 2007, from Midnight to 6:00 a.m. on Wednesday, October 10, 2007.

WHERE:
First Street from Evergreen to Lorena

WHAT TO EXPECT:

· Eastbound traffic will be maintained.

· Westbound traffic will be detoured to north Lorena St. to eastbound Cesar Chavez Ave., to southbound Evergreen to westbound First St.

· Cones and arrow boards will be used to redirect traffic and to minimize impacts to the community.

· Pedestrian and emergency vehicle access will be maintained.

· Accessibility to homes and businesses will be maintained.

Media Inquiry into Crenshaw/Prairie Transit Corridor Study

A Daily News reporter interviewed Alan Patashnick, Metro’s Director of the South Bay Area Team, about the upcoming meetings for the Crenshaw/Prairie Transit Corridor Study to be held October 15, 17 and 20.  Staff explained that Metro is in the early stages of the study and is inviting the community to learn about the various transit alternatives and environmental impacts and to obtain public comment to improve mobility in the corridor.  A story may run next week before the meetings.
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