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	Senate Panel Approves Extension of Alternative Fuels Tax Credit

Last night, the U.S. Senate Finance Committee cleared a $16 billion package of agricultural tax credits and provisions.  The measure included an extension of the alternative fuels excise tax credit, which directly benefits Metro to the tune of over $1.5 million per month by virtue of our CNG bus fleet.  The legislation extends the tax credit by 15 months; to December 31, 2010.  

The agricultural tax package will eventually be added to the reauthorization of the 2002 farm law, which is gradually making its way through the U.S. Senate.  However, prospects of passing a farm bill this year are uncertain.  Meanwhile, an energy tax package approved earlier this year by the Finance Committee included a similar extension of the alternative fuels tax credit.  Although the energy tax package fell a few votes short of being added to a massive energy bill cleared by the Senate, there continues to be considerable congressional interest in moving the energy tax measure as stand-alone legislation.  Metro's advocacy team will keep you informed of any new developments.

Metro’s Very Small Starts Plan Secures Strong Support From Federal, State and Local Elected Officials

Metro’s application for federal funding (fiscal year 2009) for three Very Small Starts projects has secured broad and strong support from federal, state and local elected officials in Los Angeles County.  Letters in support of Metro’s plan to institute the Wilshire Boulevard Bus-Only Lane Project, Sepulveda Corridor Bus-Only Lane Project and the Van Nuys Speed Improvement Project have been sent to the Federal Transit Administration from: U.S. Representatives Howard Berman, Brad Sherman, Diane Watson, and Henry Waxman, State Senator Sheila Kuehl, Assemblymembers Julia Brownley and Mike Feuer, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and Los Angeles City Councilmembers Jack Weiss and Tom LaBonge.  Last year, Metro’s Small Starts proposal (the Metro Rapid System Gap Closure Project), which also enjoyed strong support from federal, state and local elected officials, was allotted $16.7 million in the President’s Budget.

Metro Staff and Volunteers in the Community

On Wednesday, October 3rd, Marketing and Customer Relations representatives, supported by Metro Volunteers, staffed information tables at Rideshare and Transit Fairs at the Aerospace Corporation a few blocks south of the Metro Green Line El Segundo Station, and at Los Angeles City College just south of the Vermont/Santa Monica Metro Red Line station.  On Saturday, October 6th, Metro representatives will participate in the annual NoHo Theatre and Arts Festival near the North Hollywood Metro Red Line Station, and the Jazz At Drew Legacy Music Series and Cultural Marketplace in Southeast Los Angeles.

Media Inquiry into the Status of Metro’s Transit Law Enforcement Contract

The Daily News this weekend is expected to publish a short article giving an update on Metro’s transit community policing services.  Jack Eckles, Metro’s Deputy Executive Officer for System Safety and Security, told a reporter the current contract with the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department goes through June 30, 2008.  In September, the Board held a Security Workshop in which staff presented various options for Board input.  No formal action was taken at the meeting.
Next Week’s Procurement Postings

RFP for Consultant to Advise ATVC on New Vehicle Technologies and Operational Issues

Advanced Transit Vehicle Consortium (ATVC) will release a Request for Proposals next week to procure the services of a consultant to provide technical assistance in the areas of new vehicle technologies and new vehicle technology test and deployment.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from October 8 through December 10, 2007.

The consultant will advise ATVC of new vehicle technologies and operational issues, and other tasks as outlined in the statement of work.  

All inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Susan Dove, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7451.

IFB to Procure Power Sweeping Services

Metro will release an Invitation for Bids next week to procure power sweeping services for various Metro facilities.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from October 8, 2007, through January 7, 2008.

The purpose of this procurement is to retain the services of a qualified firm to provide power sweeping services for Metro transit facilities including, but not limited to, bus divisions, terminals, busways, railroad trackways, layover areas, rail divisions and train/bus stations park-and-ride lots.  Sites to be power swept include maintenance yards, driveways, parking lots, dedicated busways, bus parking areas and paved railroad right-of-ways.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Samira Baghdikian, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1033.

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events

I will be out of the office beginning Monday, October 8, 2007 through Monday, October 15, 2007.  I will be returning to the office on Tuesday, October 16, 2007.  

During my absence, Carol Inge, Chief Planning Officer, will act on my behalf with full signature authority.  She can be reached at (213) 922-3056.

If you need to reach someone from my office, please call (213) 922-6888.
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