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	U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works to Hold Field Briefing in San Bernardino

This coming Wednesday, October 10, 2007, the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works (EPW) will be holding a field briefing in San Bernardino County on “Air Pollution Challenges For California’s Inland Empire.”  The hearing, which was called by Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA), the Chair of the Senate EPW Committee, will gather information on the extent and impacts of air pollution in San Bernardino and Riverside Counties.  Testimony from invited witnesses will focus on the public health risks from air pollution, the state and local air pollution control measures being undertaken and additional measures that may be needed to address the problem.  The Senate EPW hearing is scheduled for Wednesday, October 10, 2007 at 9:00am at the San Bernardino County Government Center, Board of Supervisors Chamber, 385 North Arrowhead Avenue in San Bernardino.  A video webcast of the hearing will be available at http://epw.senate.gov starting at 9:00 am.

Multi-Agency Transit Disaster Drill Scheduled for Saturday, October 27, 2007

On Saturday, October 27, 2007 at 8:00 a.m. a Multi-Agency Transit Disaster Drill, which is being facilitated by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (LASD), will take place at the Artesia Transit Center, 731 West 182nd Street in Los Angeles.  A simulated terrorist attack will occur on a Metropolitan Transportation Authority bus to help train first responders to prepare for future real life emergencies/disasters.

Participating in the drill will be personnel from the LASD’s Transit Services Bureau, LASD’s HAZ-MAT and Force Protection Team, Metro, Los Angeles City Fire Department, Los Angeles Police Department, Los Angeles Department of Transportation and Los Angeles County Health Department.
Rail Safety Presentation to be Arranged for Students along the Metro Blue Line

Regional Communications Transit Safety and Education staff will be contacting schools located near the Metro Blue Line to arrange safety training for students.  This effort underscores Metro’s commitment to improving safety in communities along our transit system.  To help reinforce the importance of our safety program, Metro Board Director Yvonne Burke sent individually addressed letters to 117 principals whose schools are located within a mile and a half the Metro Blue Line.  Her letter encourages schools to allow Metro’s Regional Communications Transit Safety and Education staff to schedule a rail safety presentation on campus to outreach to all students.  Attached is a copy of Director Burke’s letter.  Directors Knabe and Villaraigosa are also preparing letters for distribution to school principals in their jurisdictions.
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Metro Volunteers to Promote Transportation Options in the South Bay and Los Angeles

On Thursday, October 11, Metro Volunteers will target discretionary riders and provide public transportation options in the South Bay and Los Angeles.  The volunteers, comprised of staff from both Gateway Headquarters and the bus divisions, will host an information table during the Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce Business Expo at the Torrance Marriott.  Starting on Friday, October 12, volunteers will pass out Metro materials and transit brochures during the three-day Home Show set up at the Los Angeles Convention Center.  Combined, both events are expected to draw around 15,000 residents, employees and families.
Media Inquiry into the Westside Transit Corridor Study Meetings

Today, Santa Monica’s KCRW Radio conducted a staff interview on Metro’s Westside Extension Transit Corridor Study meetings.  The first meeting, which is scheduled for Tuesday, October 9 in Los Angeles, will be the public’s first opportunity to provide in-person input on the agency’s Alternatives Analysis, which will evaluate different transit modes, alignments and station termini.  Bus Rapid Transit on dedicated lanes, at-grade or aerial Light Rail Transit, subway or aerial heavy rail are among the transit options under consideration.  Meetings will be conducted throughout the 38-square mile Westside area between Los Angeles and the Pacific Ocean.  Following the public comment period which ends Nov. 1, Metro will incorporate feedback and will report to the board with a locally preferred alternative by next year.  The Metro Board of Directors will determine whether or not to move the project forward to subsequent environmental review stages based in part on the results of this study.  The interview is scheduled to run tomorrow morning.

In addition, Media Relations issued a second meeting notice news release today noting five upcoming public scoping meetings set for October to obtain public input into the range of alternatives to be included in the Westside Extension Transit Corridor Study.  

News Release Announces New Metro Web Site for Hand-Held Devices

Today, Media Relations issued a news release noting that Metro has launched an offspring of its popular web site at www.metro.net that is designed, especially, for those commuters and Metro riders who carry hand-held electronic devices that can access the Internet.

For those travelers, www.metro.net/mobile will now provide Metro’s Trip Planner, fare information, maps of the Metro System and a wealth of rider information tailored to their small screens and slower internet access.  For Metro riders, the new site is designed to function on a variety of web-enabled devices and will operate on approximately 90 percent of current hand-held devices, all but the most basic machines.

One of the target audiences to the new web feature are new arrivals to Los Angeles or tourists, people who may not have access to a computer wherever they are staying.  By accessing metro.net/mobile they can now find Metro information with their cell phone.  The new site also has been optimized to download quickly and use little bandwidth.
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