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	In this issue:

· Southern California Consensus TCIF Working Group Meeting Update
· Media Inquiry into the Metro Red Line Universal City Joint Development


	Southern California Consensus TCIF Working Group Meeting Update

Yesterday, the Southern California Consensus Trade Corridor Improvement Fund (TCIF) Working Group met to discuss the anticipated release of the Business, Transportation, and Housing Agency’s (BTH) project list for Prop 1B TCIF and other goods movement related items.  Attending the TCIF Working Group meeting were representatives from the Port of Los Angeles, Port of Long Beach, ACTA, ACE, RCTC, SANBAG, SCAQMD, SCRRA, VCTC, OCTA, Caltrans (Districts 7 and 8) and Metro.
During the Working Group meeting, the following items were discussed:

1.
Anticipated Release of the BTH Project List:  Since the BTH List has not been released yet, the focus of the group discussion centered on anticipation of the release.  The group agreed to sign a joint letter supporting the inclusion of the Southern California consensus list of projects once the BT&H project list is released and present the letter to Secretary Bonner at the October 19 Stakeholder meeting in San Bernardino.  Also discussed was a recent letter from Senators Perata and Lowenthal (see Attachment 1) to BTH Secretary Bonner regarding concerns with BTH’s proposed process to implement the TCIF program and outlining their thoughts to ensure the process addresses the state’s most critical goods movement needs.  Additionally, the Secretary has released a schedule of stakeholder meetings (see Attachment 2), which will be conducted throughout the state.  In addition to the October 19th meeting in San Bernardino, the Secretary will conduct a hearing on October 20th in Los Angeles with an emphasis on community and environmental impacts. 

Attachment 1
Attachment 2
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2.
Status of Board Actions:  It was reported that the RCTC Board approved the Consensus Document and endorsed the Consensus List.  OCTA will present the information at a policy meeting on October 15th.  And earlier this month the SANBAG Board prioritized their projects and reaffirmed their commitment to work with the Working Group.
3.
Alternative TCIF Financing Proposals:
a.
Bridge Replacement Projects funded via GARVEE Bonds:  Caltrans is seeking SHOPP/GARVEE Bonds to fund their share of the Schuyler Heim Bridge.  Because the Port of Long Beach and ACTA have not been approached by the state to use GARVEE bonds in lieu of TCIF funding, the group agreed to continue their support of the Gerald Desmond Bridge and Schuyler Heim Bridge in accordance with the Consensus List.
b. Colton Crossing funded via CREATE model:  The group anticipates that BTH will recommend Colton Crossing, which is not on the Consensus List, for TCIF funding.  The group agreed to explore an alternative financing proposal that is loosely based on the CREATE model, in which the transportation agencies would reach an agreement with the railroads on the public benefit amount of Colton Crossing and then reimburse the railroads until the agreed upon public benefit amount is reached.  If all parties agree, then a recommendation will be made that no TCIF funding will be allocated to Colton Crossing but will be used instead for projects on the Consensus List.
The next meeting is scheduled for October 16, 2007 at 3:00 p.m. and a conference call is scheduled for October 23, 2007 at 10:00 a.m.

Media Inquiry into the Metro Red Line Universal City Joint Development

The Los Angeles Times and the Daily News inquired today regarding the joint development project proposed for the Universal City Metro Red Line station.  Media Relations told the reporters that negotiations with the developer are continuing and that we are meeting with them on a regular basis.  Those negotiations are nearing completion, which could occur within the next two to three weeks.  Stories are expected to run tomorrow regarding development plans for the site.
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