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	U.S. Senate Clears Amtrak Reauthorization Bill

Earlier today, the U.S. Senate approved the Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 2007 (S. 294).  The legislation, which passed by a vote of 70-22, reauthorizes Amtrak at $11.4 billion over six years, or $1.9 billion annually, with an additional $1.3 billion in bonding authority for capital improvements.  The bill also includes rail security provisions previously approved by the Senate last year, but not considered in the House.
Sponsored by Senators Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) and Trent Lott (R-MS), the measure would require Amtrak to create a more transparent financial accounting system and direct the federal government to refinance Amtrak's $3 billion debt.  It would also allow states and companies to bid to take over some routes.
Amtrak's previous authorization expired in 2002.  Given that the House has yet to pass a similar measure during the 110th Congress, this issue will likely continue into next year.

Metro Hosted Briefing and Tour for Assemblywoman Julia Brownley

Yesterday, Metro hosted a briefing and tour of the Gold Line Eastside Extension and Expo Phase II for Assemblymember Julia Brownley (D- Santa Monica).  The briefing and tour provided the Assemblymember with an overview of the projects and their status.  The Assemblymember was particularly interested in touring the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension construction project to view the success of the latest tunneling technology.  Metro also provided a briefing on the North/South Canoga Extension which is a project of interest to the Assemblywoman.
White Point Nature Preserve Community Event Sunday, October 28, 2007 

The Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy hosted a community event on Sunday, October 28, 2007 at the White Point Nature Preserve.  The event started with an opening ceremony celebrating the recent enhancements to the Preserve including the opening of a new parking lot, new interpretive signs and improved trails with benches and picnic tables.  Through the 2001 Call for Projects, Metro contributed $206,000 in Transportation Enhancement dollars for the completion of the new parking lot and interpretive signage.  Director Bonnie Lowenthal represented Metro at this event and congratulated the Conservancy on their achievements at the White Point Nature Preserve and for the completion of the new parking lot and other amenities for which Metro had contributed funding. 

Metro’s Construction Fence Mural Featured in National Magazine
The temporary mural which surrounds the historic depot in North Hollywood is featured in the November 2007 issue of “Signs of the Times,” a national magazine about signage.  Metro Creative Services transformed an eyesore of a construction site with a bold graphic typographic map of the San Fernando Valley overlaid with selected stories describing the origins of street and neighborhood names and historical images of transit in the area.  The mural is over 5,500 square feet and works visually at both a distance as well as at a pedestrian level.
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November Meeting Schedule for Sector Governance Councils

Media Relations distributed a news release this morning noting the five upcoming Metro Service Sector Governance Council Meetings scheduled for November.  The release encouraged the public interested in transportation issues to attend one of the meetings in their community to offer their input.
The following is a list of Metro Governance Council November meetings: 

•
Metro San Fernando Valley Service Sector, Wednesday, Nov. 7, 6:30 p.m., Marvin Braude Constituent Service Center, 6262 Van Nuys Blvd., Van Nuys;
•
Metro Gateway Service Sector, Thursday, Nov. 8, 2 p.m., The Gas Company, 9240 Firestone Blvd., Downey;
•
Metro South Bay Service Sector, Friday, Nov. 9, 9:30 a.m., Carson Community center, 801 E. Carson, Carson;
•
Metro Westside/Central Service Sector, Wednesday, Nov. 14, 5 p.m., La Cienega Tennis Center, Sunset Room, 325 S. La Cienega Blvd., Beverly Hills;
•
Metro San Gabriel Valley Service Sector, Monday, Nov. 19, 5 p.m., San Gabriel Valley Sector Office, 3449 Santa Anita Ave., 3rd Floor, El Monte.
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