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	Metro Submits Comments to FTA on Proposed Changes to New Starts Program

In response to the Federal Transit Administration's (FTA) Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) for major capital investment projects, Metro submitted a comprehensive set of comments for the record that responds to proposed changes to the New Starts and Small Starts programs. The attached 13-page letter addresses numerous procedural and substantive issues associated with the New Starts process and includes several points that I made in my congressional testimony earlier this year.  

Metro's comment letter criticizes the FTA for failing to propose significant measures to streamline and simplify the project development and evaluation process. Metro also took strong exception to the FTA's proposal to decrease the weight given to land use and economic development in evaluating proposed projects. In addition, the NPRM proposes to diminish the "overmatch" factor in evaluating local financial commitment. Metro noted in its comments that 60% of the $8.6 billion spent on nine fixed guideway projects in Los Angeles County came from local and state sources and that failing to recognize the magnitude of local financial contributions in the New Starts evaluation process is inconsistent with congressional intent. Finally, while several meritorious ideas to improve the New Starts program were contained within the proposed rule, Metro's overall assessment is that the proposal is largely disadvantageous to Los Angeles County as well as other major metropolitan areas.

With the 90-day public comment period having just concluded, the FTA is expected to issue a final rule sometime in 2008.  Board members will be kept informed of any new developments.


[image: image2.emf]LtrtoDocketFTA2020 06-25737.11.01.07PDF.pdf


Media Inquiry into Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 Meetings
The San Gabriel Valley Tribune and Eastern Group Publications today requested information on the Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 early scoping meetings to be held next week in several cities of the area. Staff explained that these community meetings are an integral part in obtaining public comment on potential alternatives for this transit corridor. This analysis will narrow down alternatives for a possible further environmental study. Stories will run Sunday and next week.

Media Inquiry into Metro Westside Extension Transit Corridor Study

The Los Angeles Times has inquired about Metro’s public scoping meetings for the Westside Extension Transit Corridor which took place in October. In response to bus ridership inquiries, staff reported that the Westside area of Los Angeles has several of region’s busiest bus corridors, including Wilshire, Vermont, Western and Santa Monica.  That does not include rail boardings along Wilshire and Vermont segments, other Metro lines that may travel on portions of these corridors or other operator services such as Santa Monica Big Blue Bus.  The total daily transit trips in the 38-square mile Westside Study Area (2005-06) are 194,700 for all transit providers, and represents 16.8% of the total transit trips in LA County.   Metro will consolidate public comment and recommend a locally preferred alternative in mid-2008.  The story is expected to run tomorrow.

Next Week’s Procurement Postings

Metro will release a Request for Proposals (RFP) next week to procure an Incident Based Surveillance System. The blackout period is expected to run from November 5, 2007, through February 28, 2008.

This procurement is in response to a Board motion approved at the June 2007 meeting for the implementation of “incident based recording technology” on all buses agency wide, including contract services.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Bob Webb, senior contract administrator, at (213) 922-6382.

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events
Next week, I will be meeting with Gary Thomas, President of the Dallas Area Rapid Transit, and I will be joining him on his tour of the Metro Rapid System and the Metro Gold Line.  I will also be attending the Mobility 21 - Sixth Annual Southern California Transportation Summit; the Annual Business Forecast Conference hosted by the Valley Industry and Commerce Association (VICA); the Regionwide CEO Meeting; and the Annual Scholarship and Awards Dinner hosted by the Women's Transportation Seminar (WTS), Los Angeles Area Chapter.
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