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	Second Live Internet Chat Set For December 12th at Metro.Net
Media Relations issued a news release noting that Metro Board Chair and Santa Monica City Council Member Pam O'Connor will host her next live chat at noon December 12th at metro.net. The news release notes that during the hour-long chat she will discuss the impact of Southern California traffic on the environment and how individuals can partner with Metro to reduce their carbon footprints, as well as trim back gas consumption. You can talk to the Metro Board Chair live on December 12th or submit advance questions by going to metro.net/chat. There won’t be a live chat in November as Metro resolves technical issues that cropped up during last month’s debut chat, but O'Connor will continue to take questions and comments regarding traffic solutions for Los Angeles until November 20th and encourages the public to e-mail her at metro.net/chat. She will post her answers on metro.net on November 21st.

Metro Bus Operator Pleads ‘No Contest’ to Felony Workers’ Compensation Insurance Fraud

A Metro bus operator arrested on April 13th and charged with three felony counts of workers’ compensation insurance fraud and one count of attempted perjury pled no contest on October 24, 2007 in Los Angeles Superior Court.  

The operator attempted to conceal a preexisting injury and sought workers’ compensation coverage through Metro, blaming his injury on accumulated trauma from driving a bus.  

The operator was sentenced to six days jail time already served, five years formal probation, 120 hours of community service, restitution to Metro of $9,051 and a $1,395 fine.

Metro Bus Operator Pleads Guilty to Grand Theft and Conspiracy

On September 4, 2007 a Metro bus operator pled guilty to grand theft and conspiracy to commit grand theft, both felony charges. The operator was found to be stealing day passes and passing them to a co-conspirator who would sell the passes on the street.  

The operator pled guilty and was sentenced to three years formal probation and five weeks of community service with the Cal Trans Community Service Project. A hearing will be scheduled to determine what amount of restitution she will be ordered to pay Metro. 

Her co-conspirator received two years in state prison for receiving stolen property and conspiracy to commit grand theft. 

Sixth Annual Mobility 21

The Mobility 21 Sixth Annual Transportation Summit was held on Monday, November 6th in Ontario, CA. Yesterday’s summit marked the first time the Mobility 21 summit was held as a regional effort, involving the counties of Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura. Secretary Dale Bonner provided the morning keynote and Senator Bob Dutton provided the afternoon keynote. Attendees provided resolutions from the breakout sessions on transportation funding, project delivery, transportation and climate change and congestion and mobility. The resolutions will be available on the mobility21.com website later this month.

Metro Night of Stars/Spotlight Award Winners

Media Relations distributed a news release today noting that over 125 Metro Operations employees were recently honored for their achievements over the past five years of service during a special “Night of Stars” ceremony held in Universal City. Metro transportation and maintenance employees who met certain criteria, including no lost work-time due to injuries, receiving no disciplinary action, zero traffic accidents and no excessive absenteeism over the last five years, received a special medallion presented by Metro executive staff. 
Metro’s “Night of Stars” event was held November 2nd at the Sheraton Universal Hotel in Universal City. A total of 127 Metro Transit Operations employees received awards honoring their outstanding performance. Metro also honored six individuals who were selected as outstanding Metro employees and received the Metro Spotlight Award for going above and beyond the call of duty. This category was open to any Metro operations or maintenance employee with a minimum of six months on duty. Their performance exemplifies the agency’s mission and core values. The six “Spotlight” award winners were nominated by the five Metro Service Sectors and Metro Rail. The San Fernando Valley Business Journal inquired about the winners today and may run a story in their next edition. 

Media Inquiry into Westside Extension Transit Corridor Study

Los Angeles City Beat and the Park La Brea/Beverly Press has inquired regarding the recent Los Angeles Times article indicating that Metro is now evaluating a Santa Monica Boulevard alignment as a possible alternative to Wilshire Boulevard for a potential transit service to the Westside. Staff reported that, as part of its Alternatives Analysis process, Metro is required to examine all reasonable transit alternatives before it presents a locally preferred alternative to the Metro Board next year. Historically, both alignments have been evaluated in previous studies.  Moreover, Metro is also evaluating different transit modes, including subway, above-ground rail, Bus Rapid Transit and a “No-Build” scenario. As with all Metro corridor studies, the Alternatives Analysis process is the necessary first step in developing a project that can compete for future federal funding and, ultimately, bring better transit services to the region. Stories are expected to run this week in both publications.

Go Green Spanish Television Feature 
Early this morning, Telemundo Channel 52 broadcast live segments from Metro’s Division 10 for its early morning news show from 5 a.m. to 7 a.m. regarding Metro’s fleet of CNG buses. The station is broadcasting a series on environmental issues all this week and today’s segment dealt with Metro’s compressed natural gas buses. It was mentioned that Metro has the largest fleet of CNG buses in the country, helping to reduce the air contamination in the region.   
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