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	In this issue:

· BT & H Mediation Session
· Media Inquiry into the Dorsey High School Grade Crossing


	BT & H Mediation Session

Representatives of the Southern California Trade Corridor Improvement Fund (TCIF) Working Group concluded the two day mediating session with representatives from Caltrans and the Business, Transportation & Housing (BT&H) Agency. At that meeting, state staff outlined a proposed allocation plan that would combine Proposition 1B bond funds with other state and federal funds. Metro staff is preparing a more detailed summary of this proposal and will provide it to the Metro Board promptly.

Media Inquiry into the Dorsey High School Grade Crossing

The community newspaper Our Weekly has inquired about the Dorsey High School/Farmdale crossings on the Metro Expo Line following earlier news reports indicating community concern over student crossing safety. Staff reported that the Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority is currently building the line, and is responsible for working with the Public Utilities Commission to obtain final approval for construction of all light rail transit crossings. As part of the FEIS process completed in 2005, Metro provided several recommendations for Expo Line grade separations based on the agency’s Grade Crossing Policy for Light Rail Transit approved by the Metro Board in 2003. The policy prescribes guidelines for at-grade crossings such as traffic volume, geometry and configuration of intersections. The Public Utilities Commission reviews the environmental document and provides comments during the environmental phase, but it does not grant approval for light rail transit crossings until after the completion of environmental studies and more detailed designs from the builder. The story is expected to run tomorrow.  
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