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	Goods Movement Workshops Scheduled in Los Angeles County

Next week, Metro will convene the first of four goods movement workshops in Los Angeles County as part of the Multi-County Goods Movement Action Plan (MCGMAP). During these workshops, we will solicit feedback from stakeholders on projects and strategies proposed by Metro, the county transportation commissions of Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura counties, Caltrans, Southern California Association of Governments and San Diego Association of Governments.

Collectively, the agencies have placed emphasis on a plan that: (1) accelerates regional and project specific environmental mitigation measures to protect public health and the environment; (2) relieves congestion and increases mobility to deliver goods throughout the region and the nation; (3) improves operational efficiencies to maximize use of the existing goods movement infrastructure; and (4) develops equitable public and private funding strategies for needed improvements and mitigation measures. 
Development of the Action Plan has been underway for more than two years and it is anticipated that it will be completed early next year. More information about MCGMAP can be found by visiting the project website at www.metro.net/mcgmap.

The schedule for Los Angeles County workshops is as follows:  

Monday, December 3, 2007 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)

21865 Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, CA  91765

Tuesday, December 4, 2007 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Boys & Girls Club East Los Angeles

324 N. McDonnell Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90022

Thursday, December 6, 2007 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Wilmington Senior Center

1371 Eubank Street

Wilmington, CA 90744

Thursday, December 13, 2007 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Larry Chimbole Cultural Center (Joshua Room)

38350 Sierra Highway, 1st floor

Palmdale, CA 93550

Metro will also make presentations to the Councils of Governments in the next few months. It is anticipated that the Boards of the respective agencies will consider adoption of the MCGMAP in early 2008.

LA City Council Transportation Committee Discussions and Actions This Week
The Los Angeles City Council on Wednesday heard a motion by Councilmembers Greuel & Rosendahl directing the LA Department of Transportation (LADOT) to identify projects that may be eligible for grant funding under the USDOT Congestion Reduction Demonstration Initiative. LADOT staff was also authorized to work with Metro on preparing the application.  
LADOT staff reported they met with Metro and other agency representatives at a meeting last week to discuss potential projects. Metro staff explained that the issue would come before the Metro Board during today’s meeting. Councilmember Rosendahl asked if his LAX motion on congestion reduction was considered. Staff explained it was discussed during last week's meeting, but that one constraint is identifying projects for submittal that can be implemented in a short time frame. The Greuel/Rosendahl motion was continued until the Transportation Committee meeting scheduled for December 12th. 

The Transportation Committee also held a press conference on Wednesday to unveil the first phase of the City’s Transportation Strategic Plan. The plan will provide a basis for transportation projects over the next 20 years and is expected to be completed in 18-months. The Committee also began a two-month comment period to obtain public input and will hold a special public meeting in January 2008. The plan can be accessed on the City’s website www.lacity.org/council/cd2/strategicplan.htm.

Metro Hosts Quarterly Legislative Briefing

Metro Government Relations hosted its Quarterly Legislative Briefing today here at Metro Gateway Headquarters. State and federal legislative staff was briefed by Mort Downey, Former U.S. Deputy Secretary of Transportation on federal funding challenges. Planning staff also provided a presentation on Metro’s efforts on congestion pricing, including our proposed application for the US Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) Congestion Reduction Demonstration Initiative. Metro Government Relations staff also provided an update on the recent actions of the California Transportation Commission (CTC) in regards to the allocation of the Trade Corridor Improvement Fund (TCIF) and an overview of the agency’s State and Federal Legislative program.

Media Attending Today’s Board Meeting

The Los Angeles Times, Daily News, City News Service and KNBC News attended today’s Board Meeting. KNBC News plans to run a story tonight on the Board’s discussion and action on gating the Metro Rail system. The reporter also went out on the Metro Red/Purple Line with the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department and their fare inspectors following the Board meeting. Newspaper stories may run tomorrow regarding the gating issue as well as the $145 million cost overruns on the Expo Line and Congestion Pricing. La Opinion also inquired regarding the Expo Line’s increased costs.
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