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	California Transit Association Lawsuit

The Sacramento Superior Court today held a hearing on the California Transit Association (CTA) lawsuit challenging the State’s use of Public Transportation Account funds to balance the state budget. The judge presiding over the case asked a number of questions to each side, but did not issue a ruling. The State has asked that the judge issue a written ruling. It is expected that the judge could issue a ruling within one to two weeks.

Metro Workshop Aids Homeless

Earlier this week, Metro representatives hosted a transit workshop at the Good Shepherd Center for Homeless Women and Children near Downtown Los Angeles. Transit staff distributed materials to educate the Center’s residents on how to use Metro Bus and Metro Rail to get to school and work. Staff also provided general tips on using public transit to help meet appointments and supplied the facility with transit maps and pamphlets on how to make transfers and travel regionally, as well as information on how to stay safe near buses and trains. 

The center’s program coordinator requested Metro’s support to help equip the homeless families with tools to maintain “self-sufficiency and independence.” Metro staff answered questions and encouraged the 30 family members attending the event to use public transit.

Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Construction Notice
Beginning on Monday, December 3, 2007 through Friday, December 7, 2007 access to First Street, between Evergreen and Lorena will be restricted. Access to Julien, Rivera, Dacotah, Fresno and Concord will be restricted at First Street.  Eastbound traffic will be detoured at Evergreen and westbound traffic will be detoured at Lorena. This configuration is necessary for the removal of power poles along the alignment. The hours of construction will be from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
What:

Street closure

When:

Monday, December 3, 2007 through Friday, December 7, 2007, 

between Evergreen and Lorena on First Street. The hours of 


construction will be from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., weather permitting.

Where:
First Street, between Evergreen and Lorena

What to Expect:
· Access to residences and businesses will be maintained.
· Pedestrians will be re-routed to a safe area outside the construction zone.
· Parking on First Street will be restricted during construction hours.
· Eastbound traffic on First Street will be detoured to southbound Evergreen, to eastbound 4th Street, to northbound Lorena and to eastbound First Street.
· Westbound traffic on First Street will be detoured to northbound Lorena, westbound Cesar Chavez, to southbound Evergreen and to westbound First Street.

New York Times Inquiry into Metro Rail Gating Story

A New York Times reporter today interviewed Metro staff regarding the gating program approved yesterday by the Metro Board of Directors to gate the Metro Red/Purple Lines and some Light Rail stations. Staff explained that installation of the gates on Metro Rail will address the fare evasion problem and will increase security. A story will run in Sunday’s edition.

Media Inquiry into Metro Congestion Pricing 

Media Relations received a number of media calls today regarding Board action taken yesterday on Congestion Pricing. KTLA and the Los Angeles Times interviewed Metro’s Chief Planning Officer Carol Inge. Stories are expected to air tonight and tomorrow. Steve Lopez, a columnist with the LA Times also inquired regarding Board action on Congestion Pricing. 

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be speaking at the Tarrant Regional Transportation Coalition Meeting regarding Metro's Bus Rapid Transit. I will also be participating in the EXPO Board Meeting, the Division 18 Solar Panel Installation Event and the Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) Executive Committee Annual Holiday Luncheon.
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