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· Mayor Urges State Legislature to Pass AB 2321
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· Payroll Check Forger Arrested
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	Mayor Holds Press Conference to Urge State Legislature to Pass AB 2321

Today, Los Angeles Mayor & Board Chair Villaraigosa held a news conference at Union Station on the platform of the Metro Gold Line to urge state lawmakers to pass AB 2321 and allow the half-cent sales tax measure to go before the voters in November.  Board Members in attendance included Zev Yaroslovsky, Pam O’Connor, Richard Katz, David Fleming, along with a host of other elected officials, including a number of LA City Council members.  In addition, community, business and union leaders also attended the event to show their support for the measure.  Media covering the event included the LA Times, Daily News, Downtown News, Beverly Press, KFI, KFWB, Metro Networks, Channels 2/9, 4, 5, 7, 11/13, 34, Mexicanal (News TV station) and City News Service.  Stories are expected to run later today and tomorrow.
Metro Gold Line vs. Car Accident
This morning at approximately 11:34 a.m., a southbound Metro Gold Line train collided with a single vehicle that had attempted to go under the crossing gate at the Del Mar crossing in Pasadena.  There were no injuries on board the train.  Patrons were transferred to another train to reach their destinations.  The driver of the car was injured and was transported to Huntington Memorial Hospital.  Rail operations singled tracked around the accident and there were some service delays.  Channels 2, 4, 36 (local cable access station), The Pasadena Star News and Telemundo responded to the scene of the accident.
Payroll Check Forger Arrested

In April 2008, staff noted repeated attempts to cash forged paychecks by an individual who has never been employed by us.  The matter was referred to our Office of the Inspector General, and, in turn, to the Los Angeles Police Department for investigation.  As a result, a suspect was arrested on three felony forgery counts and bail was set at $60,000.

Thanks to the strong internal controls in place with our bank, we were never out of pocket for any amount since the forged checks were rejected by our Positive Pay control, which looks at our issued check data to verify a check’s authenticity before payment.

Metro Rail System Service Alerts – Metro Blue Line

On Friday, August 15, 2008 at 9:00 p.m. until the close of service and all-day Saturday and Sunday, August 16-17, 2008, trains will run every 20 minutes due to grade crossing maintenance at 55th Street.  Additional details regarding the system service is provided in the attached System Service Alert.
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