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In this issue:
· Senate Appropriations Committee Approves AB 2321 (Feuer)
· LA County Board of Supervisors Motion to Oppose the Metro Half-Cent Sales Tax Measure 
· Response to Congressional Letter Regarding our Congestion Reduction Demonstration Initiative
· Media Inquiry into Ridership Soars in July
· Expo LRT Construction Project – Temporary Street Closures


	Senate Appropriations Committee Approves AB 2321 (Feuer) 

Today, the Senate Appropriations Committee approved AB 2321 (Feuer) on a 14-0 vote.  The committee also approved amendments that include intent language relating to specific projects in our Expenditure Plan and requires us to notify the Legislature one year prior to making amendments to the plan.  Staff is currently reviewing the amendments with our attorneys to determine if they violate the ordinance.  Attached is a copy of the amendments.  

AB 2321 will now proceed to the full Senate for a vote which could occur early next week.  The bill would then need to receive a concurrence vote in the Assembly before being transmitted to the Governor for his consideration.

LA County Board of Supervisors Motion to Oppose the Metro Half-Cent Sales Tax Measure

Yesterday, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, in a three to two vote, passed a motion by Supervisors Michael D. Antonovich and Gloria Molina to oppose our half-cent Sales Tax Measure.  The motion stated the authors’ belief that the “ordinance was not crafted with countywide consensus nor does it provide an acceptable standard of long-term equity for all regions of Los Angeles County which will be paying this new sales tax.”  The motion also called for sending a letter to the Metro Board of Directors and Chief Executive Officer to state the Board of Supervisors’ opposition to the half-cent sales tax.
Response to Congressional Letter Regarding our Congestion Reduction Demonstration Initiative

We have conveyed a letter to several area Members of Congress who wrote to us on July 23, 2008 to express a number of concerns regarding our Congestion Reduction Demonstration Initiative.  The congressional letter was signed by U.S. Representatives Joe Baca (D-CA), David Dreier (R-CA), Jane Harman (D-CA), Gary Miller (R-CA), Grace Napolitano (D-CA), Hilda Solis (D-CA) and Maxine Waters (D-CA).  Our letter clearly outlines the steps we are taking to advance, in a responsible manner, the Congestion Reduction Demonstration Initiative.  Attached is a copy of our correspondence to these Members of Congress.
Media Inquiry into Ridership Soars in July

Tonight, NBC Nightly News with Brian Williams may spotlight soaring ridership on Metro Rail as part of a national report on a decline in highway miles driven by Americans in the wake of high gas prices.  Media Relations staff escorted a news crew on the Metro Gold Line and did an interview on the subway platform at Union Station.  Staff noted that Metro Rail average weekday boardings in July were up 20 percent over a year earlier and bus ridership is up 6.5 percent in this time period.  Ridership records were set on all rail lines and the Metro Orange Line in July.  A ridership press release was issued this morning.  Media Relations also received inquires from KFI radio, Telemundo, The Daily News, and the Los Angeles Times.  Additional stories may run tomorrow.
http://www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_136.htm

Expo LRT Construction Project – Temporary Street Closures
Starting Thursday, August 14, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. through Monday, August 18, 2008 at 2:00 p.m., temporary closures of Flower Street and Exposition Boulevard will take place in the Downtown area of the Expo Light Rail alignment. 

What:
Temporary Street Closures

When:
Thursday, August 14, 2008 (8:00 p.m.) thru Monday August 18, 2008 (2:00 p.m.)

Where:
Flower Street, from Jefferson Boulevard to Exposition Boulevard AND Exposition Boulevard (westbound), from Flower Street to Figueroa Street

Traffic Impacts:

· Traffic on Flower Street will be detoured onto eastbound or westbound Jefferson Boulevard.

· Westbound traffic on Exposition Boulevard will be detoured south onto Flower Street.

· Exit off the southbound 110 Freeway at Exposition Boulevard will be closed - signage on 110 Freeway will provide alternative route information. 

· Directional signage, electronic message boards and flagmen will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
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