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	State Budget Update

While the Legislature continues to finish its work on legislation remaining in the session, leadership in both houses has also continued some level of discussion related to the State Budget.  As reported, Sunday’s budget vote did not result in any significant progress in resolving the budget.  We understand that the Legislature now may be considering a budget that relies heavily on borrowing if not outright seizing moneys from trust funds such as Proposition 42 and funds for local governments.  This proposal could involve legislative attempts to circumvent protections put in place to preserve certain funds for their intended uses and attempts to get around repayment provisions.  Obviously a complete seizure of Proposition 42 funds, with no provision for repayment, would result in a significant loss of funds to Los Angeles County.  Our advocacy team is closely monitoring the situation in Sacramento.
Route 710 Steering Committee Meeting

Last night, Caltrans and its outreach consultant team facilitated the first SR-710 Tunnel Technical Study Steering Committee Meeting following last month’s joint kick-off meeting with the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) at the Cal State Los Angeles University campus. 
The meeting took place at the CHARO Community Development Corporation in LA from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The agenda included an introductory statement by Caltrans District 7 Director, Doug Failing summarizing the intent and scope of the study that now centers on the technical consulting team securing geotechnical information in five designated zones in the San Gabriel Valley.  Mr. Failing explained that this approach fulfills a route-neutral exploration of tunneling feasibility in the area.  

Members of the TAC were introduced to the Steering Committee and outreach consultants solicited comments from the committee to draft guiding principles and decision making preferences for the body.   The Steering Committee is comprised of representatives from the San Gabriel Valley Councils of Government, San Gabriel Valley Cities, Los Angeles County and City of Los Angeles as well as Board Deputies and staff.  Many were in attendance at last night’s meeting.
Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project Community Workshop Recap

Last night, we held the second of five Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project Community Workshops to increase awareness and seek input from the public along the I-10 and I-110 corridors.  A representative from the office of Assemblymember Mike Eng (D-Monterey Park) and El Monte Councilmember, Patricia Wallach were in attendance.   
Commute Services Quarterly Meeting
Today, our Commute Services staff held a quarterly meeting for Los Angeles County businesses in our Board Room from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  A total of 120 employee transportation coordinators from companies such as Disney, American Automobile Association, Kaiser, Northrop Grumman, LA World Airports and LA County came together to receive promotional materials for California Rideshare Week and learn more about plans for congestion pricing, our rideshare services and special cross promotions with local destination venues. 
The next workshop is scheduled for September 25, 2008 in Long Beach and will focus on Commuter Benefits and encourage businesses to take advantage of this money saving program for transit riders and vanpoolers.  The program will be co-sponsored by Long Beach Transit.
Expo Light Rail Line – Construction Notice

Starting Thursday, August 21, 2008 through November 2008, 8:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., various utility relocation activities will take place at the intersection of Crenshaw Boulevard and Exposition Boulevard in the Mid-Corridor area of the Expo Light Rail alignment, as noted in the attached construction notice.
When:
Thursday, August 21, 2008 through November 2008, 8:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. (Intermittent NIGHT WORK, Monday through Friday only)
Where:
Intersection of Crenshaw Boulevard and Exposition Boulevard
What:
Overnight Lane Closures
Traffic Impacts:

· On Crenshaw Boulevard, northbound and southbound traffic will be restricted to one lane in each direction.

· Temporary lane closures on westbound Exposition Boulevard will be implemented. One lane of traffic will be maintained at all times.

· Directional signage, electronic message boards and flagmen will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.

Note: Construction schedules are subject to change due to weather conditions, 

unforeseen emergencies and other acts of nature.
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