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	Congestion Pricing Legislation

Staff has continued to work with leadership in Sacramento to move our congestion pricing legislation forward.  Previously Assembly Speaker Emeritus Fabian Nunez amended AB 901 to include our proposal.  The language will now be amended into SB 1422 and will be authored by State Senator Mark Ridley-Thomas.  The amended version of SB 1422 is expected to be in print on Monday and is also expected to be considered in the Assembly Transportation Committee on Monday as well.  Speaker Emeritus Nunez continues to support our efforts in Sacramento and is working with the Senator to move this legislation forward.

Service Sector Governance Councils Annual Meet and Confer

On Wednesday, August 20, 2008, we hosted the Annual Meet and Confer with the Service Sector Governance Councils.  Director O’Connor and representatives from all five governance councils were in attendance, as well as members of the public and media.  I began the session with a presentation on the sales tax initiative and the congestion reduction program.  Following my remarks, presentations were made by Carolyn Flowers, Chief Operations Officer, on the FY 2008 Accomplishments in Bus Operations and Service Quality Initiative, Jody Feerst Litvak, Community Relations Manager, on Communications and Community Outreach issues, Terry Matsumoto, Chief Financial Officer, on the FY09 Budget, and Conan Cheung, Deputy Executive Officer of Service Development, on Metro’s Short Range Transit Plan and new service performance indicators.

At the conclusion of the presentations, I, along with the presenters and sector general managers, were on hand to answer questions from the governance council representatives and public.  Some of the issues identified were the lack of parking at existing park and rides, opportunity to reinvest operational savings within the sector, improved information to riders, cleanliness of stations, and support of sectors in carrying out their mission.
I-710 Corridor Project EIR/EIS Project Committee Meeting

On Thursday, August 21, 2008, the Project Committee (PC) of the I-710 Corridor Project EIR/EIS met at the Gateway Cities Council of Governments for the first time since November 7, 2007.  At the November meeting, they were introduced to the study consultants and provided an overview of the work program and community participation framework.  At last night’s meeting, the PC was advised that the public environmental scoping meetings for the project would take place on September 9, 10, and 11, 2008.

The PC is responsible for oversight of the I-710 Corridor Project and took the following actions at last night’s meeting:

· Nominated five individuals to sit on the project's Corridor Advisory Committee. The newly appointed members include representatives from Cal State University Long Beach, AAA, USC Keck School of Medicine, California Trucking Association, and the International Brotherhood of Teamsters. 

· Approved the project's Purpose and Need Statement. 

· Deferred action on approval of the project's baseline assumptions for future container volume growth at the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach.  The PC requested that staff return to the Committee with additional information about potential project alternatives prior to a PC decision. 

The PC is co-chaired by Bob Foster, Mayor of Long Beach, and Gil Hurtado, Councilman, City of South Gate, and is comprised of elected officials representing 15 cities along the I-710 corridor between the ports and East Los Angeles, as well as representatives from Caltrans, Metro, Gateway Cities Council of Governments, Los Angeles County, Port of Los Angeles, Port of Long Beach, I-5 Joint Powers Authority and SCAG.
Crenshaw Transit Corridor Team Launches Working Groups

On August 11th and 13th, 2008, the Crenshaw Transit Corridor Team successfully launched two project Working Group meetings.  Approximately 115 residents and stakeholders attended meetings held in Leimert Park Village in the City of Los Angeles and Darby Park in the City of Inglewood.

At both meetings, the project team explained the Alternatives Analysis, Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Report (AA/DEIS/DEIR) process, funding, and urban design for this project.  Following the presentation, participants were given an opportunity to review the Light Rail Transit and Bus Rapid Transit alignment maps that detailed impacts, constraints and opportunities.  In general, comments from the community were supportive of the project.  
The Working Groups will reconvene in mid-September and will address topics requested by the community, such as proposed station locations, renderings of alignment/grade options and project implementation options.

Metro Red/Purple Line System Service Alert

Starting Tuesday, August 26, 2008 through Friday morning, August 29, 2008, between 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., both elevators at Wilshire/Vermont Station will be out of service for maintenance.  During these time periods:

· All passengers traveling to Wilshire/Vermont who require use of the elevators will need to get off the train at the Westlake/MacArthur Station to either board Metro Bus Line 20 or 720 to continue to Wilshire/Vermont. 

· All passengers transferring from the Red Line to the Purple Line who require use of an elevator, ride to Westlake/MacArthur and change trains at that location. 

Starting Sunday, August 24, 2008 through Thursday, August 28, 2008, after 9:00 p.m., all Red Line trains to Union Station will leave North Hollywood three minutes earlier than regularly scheduled due to maintenance.

Additional information can be found at the attached System Service Alert.

http://www.metro.net/riding_metro/system_delays/default.htm
Next Week’s Procurement Postings

IFB to Procure Construction Services

We will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure Construction Services.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from August 18, 2008 through November 13, 2008.

This procurement is to provide and install approximately 1,000 linear feet of eight- and 10- foot-high industrial ornamental steel picket/iron fencing, including a gate at the Exposition Right-of-Way (ROW).  This fencing is to secure portions of our former rail ROW located between South San Pedro Street and Maple Avenue, East 31st and East 32nd Street in the City of Los Angeles.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Michael T. Holguin, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7365.

IFB to Procure Reverse Osmosis, In-Line Filter Systems and Bottled Water Services

We will release an IFB next week to procure Reverse Osmosis, In-Line Filter Systems and Bottled Water Services for our transit facilities.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from August 18, 2008 through October 31, 2008.

This service is being procured to provide water filtering equipment and bottled water to our employees working at the various transit facilities where the tap water may possess bad taste or other less than desirable traits.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by W. T. (Ted) Sparkuhl, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7399.

RFIQ to Procure Tunnel Intrusion Detection System Equipment

We will release a Request for Interest and Qualifications (RFIQ) next week seeking to procure Tunnel Intrusion Detection System Equipment (TIDS).  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from August 26, 2008 through December 4, 2008.

The purpose of this procurement is to purchase equipment that will detect intrusion into the Metro Red Line Right-of-Way.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Diane Ly, Assistant Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1102.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
I will be out of the office on Monday, August 25, 2008.  During my absence, Lonnie Mitchell, Chief Administrative Services Officer will act on my behalf with full signature authority.  He can be reached at (213) 922-1010.

Upon my return, I will be meeting with Rick Richmond, Chief Executive Officer of the Alameda Corridor East Construction Authority regarding the Trade Corridors Improvement Fund Baseline submittal.  I will also participate in the Federal Transit Administration’s New Start Projects Quarterly Review Meeting.
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