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	Labor Day Message from the CEO

Hard work is good for you they say, and at Metro, we work hard every day.  But, it is also good to take time off, maybe even play some golf.  So everyone, have a happy Labor Day!

State Legislative Update

This year's legislative session is approaching its final recess.  The following is a summary of the status of our key legislative issues in Sacramento as of the writing of this brief.

State Budget

The State Senate is debating a compromise budget offered by leadership in the Senate.  The proposal does not utilize Proposition 42 funds, but does reduce the Public Transportation Account (PTA) to the level initially recommended by the Governor.  All PTA spillover revenue would be used to offset General Fund obligations.  

AB 2321 (Feuer)  Sales Tax 

AB 2321 passed the Senate today.  The measure will now be transmitted to the Assembly for a concurrence vote.
SB 1422 (Ridley-Thomas) Congestion Pricing

This measure will be considered by the Senate Transportation Committee today.  If approved by the committee, the measure will be considered by the Senate shortly thereafter.
Citizens Advisory Council Meeting Update

At its general assembly meeting last night, the Metro Citizens' Advisory Council (CAC) received a briefing on Access Services from the Director of Governmental Services, Andre Colaiace.  The presentation included information on the history of Access Services, its funding and scheduling, and future projects, such as centralization of reservation procedures and integration into the Universal Fare System (TAP).  The CAC also welcomed new members Darrell Clarke, appointed by Director Pam O'Connor, and Jerard Wright, appointed by Director David Fleming.

Next Week’s Procurement Postings

IFB for Low Floor CNG Buses

We will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure 45, 30’-32’ Low Floor Compressed Natural Gas Buses with options for an additional 100 buses.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from September 3, 2008 through December 15, 2008.

The purpose of this project is to procure new vehicles which will initially operate in the Contracted Transportation Services Fleet.  Since the current vehicles have exceeded their useful life, the current vehicles need to be replaced.  If the need arises, the vehicles will be utilized in our fleet. 

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Susan Dove, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7451.

RFP for Construction Management Support Services

We have released a Request for Proposals (RFP) to procure Construction Management Support Services.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from August 29, 2008 through December 23, 2008.

This procurement will provide a wide range of Construction Management Support for multiple construction projects that we have either already commenced or are in the planning stage. 

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by DonCosta E. Seawell, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1056.

RFP for Environmental Engineering Services
We have released an RFP to procure Environmental Engineering Services.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from August 29, 2008 through December 23, 2008.

This procurement will provide a range of Environmental Engineering Services to support multiple construction projects that we have either already commenced or are in the planning stage. 

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by DonCosta E. Seawell, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1056.

RFP for Generator Rental Services
We will release an RFP next week to procure Generator Rental Services.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from September 3, 2008 through October 15, 2008.

The contractor shall provide all labor, materials, and equipment to supply temporary power to the Metro Red Line (MRL) Union Station traction power substation system.  This service is required during the grouting project of active and dormant cracks and leaks on the ceiling at MRL Union Station.  

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Amy Ly, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-2632.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be participating in the "field briefing", which the U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, chaired by Senator Barbara Boxer, will convene in our Board room.  In addition, I will also participate in the EXPO Board Meeting.
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