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· Expo Light Rail Line – Construction Notice

· Media Inquiry into Metro Freeway Service Patrol Program

	Senate Panel to Hold Hearing at Gateway Headquarters

As was shared in an August 20, 2008 Daily Brief, the U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, chaired by Senator Barbara Boxer, will convene a "field briefing" tomorrow in our Board room beginning at 10:00 a.m.  The purpose of the meeting is to hear from transportation stakeholders regarding Southern California priorities for the upcoming reauthorization of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act - A Legacy For Users.  

Mayor Villaraigosa and California State Assembly Speaker Bass have been asked by Senator Boxer to begin the hearing with brief opening comments.  Additionally, the Chief Executive Officers from the transportation commissions in the five county region, which includes us, along with the Orange County Transportation Authority, San Bernardino Associated Governments, Riverside County Transit Commission, Ventura County Transportation Commission and the Southern California Association of Governments have been invited to testify.  Other invited witnesses include Southern California Air Quality Management District and Mobility 21.  

In my testimony, I plan to highlight the need to restructure two federal transit programs of great importance to us – the New Starts Program and the Section 5309 Fixed Guideway Modernization Program.  Please contact my office with any questions you may have on this field briefing being held by Senator Boxer.

Measure R Update to Brentwood Community Council 

Last night, staff updated the Brentwood Community Council (BCC) on the Measure R sales tax initiative.  Los Angeles Councilmember Wendy Greuel and State Assemblymember Mike Feuer also addressed the group.  Representatives from Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky and LA Councilmember Bill Rosendahl were also in attendance.  
Councilwoman Greuel summarized LA City plans to improve transportation and indicated that she was supporting Measure R.  Assemblymember Feuer gave an overview of sales tax proposal, including responding to the positions of the initiative’s opponents.  Staff indicated that in developing the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), $152 billion is estimated to be available for transportation in LA County through 2030.  However, all that money is already committed to maintain and operate the current transportation system, complete and operate the projects under construction and fulfill the commitments from the 2001 LRTP.  New funding sources are needed before additional projects can be built.  

Councilmember Greuel, Assemblymember Feuer and our staff, along with staff from Assemblyman Feuer’s office and Supervisor Yaroslavsky office responded to questions from members of the BCC and the audience seeking clarification on the sales tax proposal.  There were questions about various projects and programs in Measure R, as well as how long before the public would begin to see results of the new funds, what could be done for local streets with money from Measure R, whether funding in Measure R could be switched to other projects for purposes other than transportation, or if funds can be taken by the State.  
The Chairman of the BCC Transportation Committee summarized the arguments of Measure R opponents indicating that they either felt the funds would not be distributed equitably, would be spent on the wrong kinds of projects and programs, or were opposed to tax increases.  Assemblymember Feuer responded to these arguments.

The Council voted 10-4 to support Measure R.  Those voting in favor generally indicated that they felt the funds and the projects they would fund are needed.  Those voting in opposition indicated that they either did not favor tax increases or felt they were not sufficiently informed about the opposing arguments.

Expo Light Rail Line – Construction Notice

Starting Monday, September 8, 2008 at 9:00 p.m. through Friday, September 19, 2008 at 5:00 p.m., there will be temporary street closures along Flower Street between 30th Street & 33rd Street, as noted in the attached construction notice.

What:

Temporary Street Closures

Where: 
Flower Street, between 30th Street and 33rd Street

When:

Monday, September 8, 2008 at 9:00 p.m. through Friday, September 19, 

2008 at 5:00 p.m.

Traffic Impacts:

· 30th, 31st and 33rd Streets will be closed to through traffic at the intersection of Flower Street for the duration of this construction activity. 

· Directional signage, electronic message boards and flagmen will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.

(Construction schedules are subject to change due to weather conditions, unforeseen emergencies and other acts of nature.)
Media Inquiry into Metro Freeway Service Patrol Program

Today, a reporter with the Honolulu Advertisement Newspaper working on a story on Honolulu's Freeway Service Patrol requested information on Metro's Freeway Service Patrol program.  Staff explained how the program, which has been in existence since 1991, works in partnership with Caltrans and the California Highway Patrol to assist stranded motorists in over 470 miles of southland freeways.  The reporter was also told that the response time to assist motorist averages about five minutes and the service is operated seven days a week with an annual budget of $22 million.  A story is expected to run this week.
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