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	Highway Trust Fund Facing Financial Crisis

Today, U.S. Transportation Secretary Mary Peters announced that the Highway Trust Fund will start the new federal fiscal year on October 1, 2008 with a zero balance.  The announcement ran counter to a document released last month by the Office of Management and Budget which estimated that the trust fund would begin the fiscal year with a balance of over $4 billion.  News reports indicate that the Bush Administration has withdrawn its previous threat to veto legislation (H.R. 6532) that would immediately inject $8 billion into the trust fund.  Secretary Peters is urging Congress to pass H.R. 6532 promptly and shared that failing to pass the legislation would force her agency to start reimbursing states like California on a pro-rate basis.  
Senator Patty Murray (D-WA), Chairwoman of the U.S. Senate committee that controls transportation funding, responded to Secretary Peters comments by sharing, “Now that the administration is on board, it is critical that my Republican colleagues stop denying that we face a crisis in this country and help us pass a solution.”
Procurement Postings for Next Week

RFIQ to Procure Two Bucket Trucks

We will release a Request for Interest and Qualifications (RFIQ) next week to procure two bucket trucks.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from September 9, 2008 through February 2, 2009.

The purpose of this procurement is to replace existing trucks that are in need of replacement due to age and obsolescence.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Diane Ly, Assistant Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1102.

RFIQ to Procure 23 Mid-size Utility Vehicles

We will release an RFIQ next week to procure 23 mid-size utility vehicles.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from September 9, 2008 through December 8, 2008.

The purpose of this procurement is to purchase mid-size utility trucks for field supervision of operator activities and scheduling compliance.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Diane Ly, Assistant Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1102.

IFB to Procure Construction Services

We will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure construction services.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from September 2, 2008 until December 18, 2008.

This procurement is for the construction of a Paint Booth Facility at Division 22.  The Paint Booth will be used to paint individual rail car parts rather than sending them out for painting.  Painting the parts in-house will reduce the time required to make repairs to the rail cars.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Michael T. Holguin, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7365.
Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be participating in our Accessibility Advisory Committee Meeting where we will be honoring our employees Samuel Carter, Transit Operations Supervisor, Kirsten Bell, Passenger Relations Representative and Alberto Casillas, Division 1 Operator, for their outstanding work in finding Mrs. Abelia Arzadon Hopewell, one of our bus passengers who at one time had wandered away from her home and onto a Metro bus.
In addition, I will be participating in the “High Gas Prices: The Tipping Point” Event sponsored by the Southern California Association of Governments, County Transportation Agencies and Mobility 21.  I will be moderating a panel session on “How Public Transportation Agencies Are Coping With High Fuel Prices”.  The panel speakers for this session include Director O'Connor, Gina Marie Lindsey, Executive Director of Los Angeles World Airports and Art Leahy, Executive Officer of the Orange County Transportation Authority.  
I will also attend 1) the "Meet the Buyer" event sponsored by Transportation Business Advisory Committee (TBAC); 2) the Mobility 21 Board of Directors' Meeting; 3) the Regionwide CEO Meeting; and 4) the San Gabriel Valley Awards Gala where Director Fasana will be honored as the recipient of the Community Service Award.  Finally, Crown City News, a cable TV show in Pasadena, will be interviewing me regarding the half-cent sales tax measure.
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