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	Metro Employees Involved in the Metrolink Crash

As many of you may have heard, it is with great sadness that I inform you that one of our employees, Donna Lynn (Nieves) Remata who had been employed with us for almost 20 years, most recently as our Storekeeper here at Gateway Headquarters, lost her life as a result of Friday’s Metrolink crash.  
Ms. Remata was born in Hermosa, California, grew up in nearby Carson and was a resident of Simi Valley.  She is survived by her husband, Lawrence Remata, a 30-year Metro employee working as a mechanic out of Division 8, her two children, 18-year-old Larry II and 17-year-old Tiffany, her parents Evelyn & Tony Nieves and three sisters Debra, Terri and Jo Ann.

As of this point, we have learned that two Metro employees were also injured in the crash, Gary Katzman, a Senior Contracts Administrator in Procurement, and Jim Hugo, a Traction Power Inspector at Wayside Systems.  Jim, who was on board the second car, is a fully trained first responder and he assisted in the rescue efforts, helped the injured out of the wreckage and was on the scene late into the evening.  It is our understanding that both Gary and Jim received minor injuries in the accident and are recovering well.
Our condolences and prayers go out to all of the deceased and injured and their families.

Service Level Support to Metrolink
On Friday, as a result of the Metrolink accident, Metro Bus Operations worked with other bus operators to provide a "bus bridge" around the affected areas in Chatsworth.  This morning, we provided buses, operators and field Supervisors from Divisions 8 and 15 to supply service from the Moorpark and Simi Valley stations to the Chatsworth Metrolink station.  This evening, we will provide a bus bridge from the Chatsworth Metrolink station to Simi Valley and Moorpark.  Metro Bus Operations will continue to provide this emergency service until the Metrolink service is restored.

U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer Calls For Immediate Congressional Action in Response to Metrolink Crash

Today, U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA) sent a letter to the Chairman and Ranking Member of the Senate Commerce Committee urging them to hold an emergency hearing on the collision between a Metrolink train and a freight train in Chatsworth last week.  
In her correspondence, Senator Boxer writes that the hearing should address S.1889, legislation already adopted by the Senate, which requires the implementation of positive train control (PTC) systems by December 31, 2018.  The Senator also asserted that she believes Congress should now accelerate the timetable for the implementation of PTC systems and consider additional rail safety measures.  
State Budget Update
As reported in various media outlets, legislative leaders in Sacramento have announced that they have reached an agreement on a State Budget.  As of the writing of this brief, the Senate and Assembly have not taken up the proposed budget.  Details of the proposed agreement have been sketchy, at best, and staff has been tracking down information all day.  
It does appear that Proposition 42 will not be suspended for this year.  Statements from legislative leaders have highlighted this as an accomplishment.  Additionally, we understand that the Public Transportation Account (PTA) may be funded at a level slightly above last year’s allocation.  This means that the budget proposal would transfer most of the PTA spillover funds to the General Fund.  It is possible that the Governor could veto any PTA allocation above last year’s amount.

Federal Funds Awarded for CNG Facility at Union Division 
Today, the Federal Transit Administration published the federal awards list of over $28 million in Section 5308 Clean Fuel Program funds for Fiscal Year 2008 and we were awarded $5.5 million.  This amount, combined with an award of $4 million to AC Transit, corresponds with California obtaining about 33% of the total federal funds available nationwide.  
The funds awarded to us will be used to design and construct a Compressed Natural Gas facility as part of the new Union Division project.  I would like to thank the staff from Programming and Policy Analysis and Bus Facilities for their effort in putting together this winning proposal.

Accessibility Advisory Committee Meeting

Last week, our Accessibility Advisory Committee (AAC) held its monthly meeting and took a moment to commend three of our outstanding employees at Division 1: Samuel Carter, Transit Operations Supervisor; Kirsten Bell, Passenger Relations Representative; and Alberto Casillas, Central City Division Operator.  These employees were recognized and commended for locating a missing grandmother suffering from Alzheimer's disease on one of our Metro Buses.  
Other items on the agenda included: an update on the federal requirement to stop, deter, or warn a person with a vision impairment from falling in between coupled rail cars; an informational discussion on our new Rider Relief Transportation Program; a proposal from the AAC Chair to create a countywide transportation program to assist persons in wheelchairs who missed the last bus of the evening; and a report from the Nomination Committee on Committee officer candidates.
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