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	Senate Panel Holds Hearing on Rail Safety and Positive Train Control

Today, the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation convened a hearing on Capitol Hill to explore issues pertaining to rail safety, with a particular focus on the September 12, 2008 Metrolink accident.  The gathering, which was chaired by Senator Barbara Boxer and also attended by Senator Dianne Feinstein, featured testimony by Metrolink Board Chairman Ron Roberts, Federal Railroad Administrator Joseph Boardman, Kathryn Higgins of the National Transportation Safety Board and Dennis Duffy of Union Pacific Railroad.  

Senators Boxer and Feinstein expressed frustration over assertions made by several witnesses, namely Union Pacific and the Federal Railroad Administration, that "positive train control" (PTC) systems cannot be easily or quickly deployed in the near term even though the necessary technology to implement PTC currently exists.  The two senators repeatedly implored rail systems and federal regulators alike to take immediate steps to adopt interim safety measures until PTC systems can be fully implemented, such as adding a second engineer on trains and banning the use of personal communications devices by engineers.  Chairman Roberts indicated that Metrolink has already begun discussing the possibility of deploying a second engineer on board all trains, which was applauded by both senators.  

Feinstein also criticized certain interest groups, including the freight railroads, of lobbying behind the scenes to seek more flexible deadlines for the deployment of PTC systems.  The recently-introduced Feinstein-Boxer bill (S. 3493) mandates PTC by 2012 in high risk corridors, but Feinstein openly feared that any final rail safety legislative package that may emerge in the coming days might not require PTC until 2016, the freight railroads' preferred date.

Attached is Chairman Roberts' prepared testimony as well as Senator Boxer's opening statement.

Senior Department of Transportation Official Discusses Reauthorization of SAFETEA-LU

This morning, the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce and Mobility 21 hosted a federal transportation policy discussion with Tyler Duvall, Acting Under Secretary for Policy & Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy at the U.S. Department of Transportation.  Assistant Secretary Duvall was in southern California to highlight the Bush Administration’s proposal to reauthorize SAFETEA-LU.  The plan, entitled Refocus, Reform, Renew: A New Transportation Approach in America, includes a number of dramatic reforms to our nation’s current surface transportation program.  
Duvall laid out his belief that our current transportation system is broken and that we need to enact a new plan that embraces the following principles prior to the expiration of SAFETEA-LU on September 31, 2009.  The Administration’s plan would focus on six fundamental reforms: 
a) A clearer and more focused Federal role; 
b)A data and technology-driven approach to safety; 
c) Increased State and municipal flexibility;  
d) More rational and accountable investment decisions;  
e) Encouragement of more efficient pricing and leveraging of Federal resources; and 

f) More efficient and effective environmental stewardship.  
The Administration’s plan has been met by serious opposition on Capitol Hill by Democrats on the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee.  The chairman of that committee, James Oberstar (D-MN) had this to say about the plan discussed today by Assistant Secretary Duvall: “The Bush Administration's proposal for the next surface transportation authorization contains little that's new.  Mostly, it is a collection of the same uninspired and uninspiring policies that this Administration has offered over the past five years: toll it, privatize it, lease it, sell it or congestion price it.  The Administration's plan, presented during its waning months, calls to mind the concept of Mortmain, the dead hand, reaching out from the past to affect the future.  It is obvious that the Administration remains blinded by ideology and a lack of a cohesive vision.  It offers nothing to ensure a sustainable, long-term, intermodal, national transportation system,” Oberstar stated.

Governor Signs State Budget
This morning, Governor Schwarzenegger signed the 2008-09 state budget and other related trailer bills.  The Governor and Legislative leadership finally agreed to a budget last Friday, which included some of the Governor’s demands for budget reform, including a stronger rainy-day fund and authority for mid-year reductions.  The Governor line-itemed vetoed an additional $100 million from the original $406 million in State Transit Assistance funds.  This will have a $133.5 million impact on Los Angeles County.  
Now that the budget is signed, the Governor will begin signing legislative bills.  We are monitoring his actions, specifically on AB 2321 (Feuer), our sales tax bill and SB (1422) our congestion pricing bill.  We will provide any new information as it becomes available.
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