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	FRA to Ban Cell Phone Use by Railroad Workers

Yesterday, the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) announced its intention to issue an emergency order explicitly banning the use of cell phones and other personal electronic devices among railroad employees while operating trains.  FRA Administrator Joseph H. Boardman released the attached statement regarding the ban.
Media Inquiry into Bus Operator Inattention

In the wake of findings that the recent Metrolink crash was caused by operator inattention, KABC-7 today presented us with a video taken by a passenger that shows one of our bus operators apparently doing a crossword puzzle while operating one of our transit buses.  We reviewed the video and reported to the television station that the agency would investigate the incident.  The operator may have been at or leaving a layover zone.  If not, however, the action would be a clear violation of our Standard Operating Procedures (SOP's) and is subject to progressive discipline.  The Operator’s Rulebook and SOP's specifies that operators should not engage in any activity that could interfere with the proper observation of traffic or safe operation of the vehicle.  Additionally, operators are prohibited from reading newspapers, books, letters or other written material while operating any of our vehicles.  We have obtained the badge number of the bus operator in the video and, if verified, will pursue disciplinary action.  We welcome the public’s help in identifying unsafe operator behavior and ask that the public contact our Customer Relations Department to make such reports.  The story is expected to air today.

Senate Approves Bill to Rename Highway in Honor of Late Congresswoman Millender-McDonald

Earlier today, the U.S. Senate gave unanimous approval to a measure (H.R. 4131) that renames a portion of State Route 91 in Los Angeles County as the “Juanita Millender-McDonald Highway”.  The legislation, sponsored by Congresswoman Laura Richardson who succeeded the late Congresswoman Millender-McDonald following her death in April 2007, cleared the House of Representatives earlier this week and now heads to the White House.

Century City Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors Meeting
This week, Director Katz and I addressed the monthly meeting of the Century City Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors.  I provided an overview of Measure R, including information on the main categories of funding in the Expenditure Plan and discussed each of the five goals of Measure R: Rail Expansion, Local Street Improvements, Traffic Reduction, Better Public Transportation & Improved Quality of Life.  I explained the oversight provisions in Measure R, including the annual audit and oversight panel that are required.  I provided background on the 2 1/2 years over which we have been developing a new Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and that, without new funding sources, we will only be able to continue with the 2001 LRTP but will need to take longer to fulfill those commitments.  I also explained that we decided to pursue local funding solutions as we are less able to rely on the state and federal government to meet our financial needs.

Director Katz discussed his view that Measure R provides funding for a series of programs and projects that benefit the whole region.  He explained that, given the complex travel patterns in Los Angeles, projects in any one area benefit mobility and air quality in the whole region.  He also explained that Measure R provided the first opportunity in a very long time to make a marked investment in transportation for Los Angeles.  He discussed that, in some cases, projects slated to be funded by Measure R would also seek additional funding from the federal government or public-private partnerships.  He responded to a variety of questions including queries about other funding measures that are on the November ballot.

Representatives from the offices of Mayor Villaraigosa, Assemblymember Feuer (D-Los Angeles) and Los Angeles City Councilman Jack Weiss were in attendance.

Media Inquiry into Metro Orange Line Paving Settlement

Today, the Daily News interviewed us on issues relating to the compromise settlement reached between us and our contractor for needed pavement repairs on the Metro Orange Line.  Staff reported that the settlement eliminates the need for litigation and further project delays.  Both parties have agreed to split the cost of repairs, with each contributing $750,000 for general repair work.  We are pitching in an additional $500,000 at the same time to upgrade repaired sections of the transitway with stronger “Super Pave” asphalt to ensure the transitway reaches a 20-year life.  Our contribution comes from the existing project budget.  The story will run tomorrow.

Recap of Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board Meeting

Today, the Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority (Expo) Board met in the Board of Supervisors’ Hearing Room (381B) in the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration.

During the meeting, the Expo Board authorized the Chief Executive Officer to:

•
Increase legal services hourly rates;

•
Execute a modification to the DMJM+Harris Contract for refinement of travel demand model for Phase 2 of the Expo Line in an amount not-to-exceed $313,729;

•
Approve the negotiation and execution of a contact with Cox, Castle and Nicholson, LLP, for legal services associated with California Environmental Quality Act & National Environmental Policy Act issues;

•
Issue a change order to FCI/FLUOR/Parsons (FFP), a joint venture, for relocating overhead power lines to underground conduit installation at La Cienega Avenue and Exposition Boulevard;

•
Execute train control and communications change orders with FFP; and

•
Issue a limited notice-to-proceed to FFP for contract package C1 and C2, utilities and corridor improvements along Exposition Boulevard from Harcourt Avenue to Venice Avenue.

In addition, the Board Received and Filed the Monthly Project Status Update for the Exposition Light Rail Transit Project.
The next Expo Board meeting will be held on November 6, 2008.

Harbor Subdivision Transit Corridor Early Scoping Meetings

Earlier this week, the Project Team completed the Early Scoping meetings for the Harbor Subdivision Transit Corridor Alternatives Analysis.  Approximately 95 people attended the four meetings, which took place in Torrance, Wilmington, Huntington Park and El Segundo.  At the meetings, participants were asked to provide their input on the project’s purpose and need, the proposed evaluation criteria, potential modal and routing alternatives, and their initial environmental concerns.

Some of the issues raised by meeting participants included:

· Increasing transit access for South Bay and Harbor area communities 
· Grade crossing safety 

· Connectivity to employment centers, LAX and other destinations as well as  to the regional transportation system 

· Impacts on property values 

· Air quality 

· Environmental justice 

In addition to the four public meetings, an Interagency Scoping meeting was held on the same day to brief public agencies potentially impacted by the Harbor project.  Approximately 28 participants representing more than a dozen agencies attended this meeting. 

Comments for this round of Early Scoping meetings will be accepted through October 22, 2008.  Subsequent public meetings are scheduled for the Spring and Fall of 2009. 
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