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	Asian American Architects/Engineers Association 31st Annual Awards Dinner
On Thursday, October 2, 2008, I accepted our Agency of the Year Award from the Asian American Architects/Engineers Association (AAA/e) at their 31st Annual Awards Dinner held at the Omni Hotel in downtown Los Angeles.  In my acceptance speech, I mentioned that we all work hard to include small businesses in our contracting efforts through quarterly outreach meetings such as our “Meet the Buyers” and “Meet the Primes” events, monthly Transportation Business Advisory Committee (TBAC) meetings, and through our participation in other outreach events throughout the city.

AAA/e honors individuals and organizations that have been instrumental in creating opportunities for its members.  Assemblymember Mike Eng (D-Monterey Park) was the event Master of Ceremonies, while Gina Marie Lindsey, Executive Director of the Los Angeles World Airports was the keynote speaker.  Other awardees included Will Kempton, Director of Caltrans, Mayor Curt Pringle of Anaheim, and Diem Vuong of DXV Water Technologies.  Over 500 business owners and professionals attended the event.

Alameda Corridor East Dedication Ceremony
On Friday, October 3, 2008, the Alameda Corridor East Construction Authority (ACE) held a dedication ceremony for the East End Avenue Grade Separation Project in Pomona.  Director John Fasana spoke on our behalf and congratulated ACE for meeting this significant milestone.  The project cost approximately $71.4 million, of which we provided 17-percent of the overall funding.  
Assemblymember Mike Eng (D-Monterey Park), Transportation Committee Chair and Assemblymember Anthony Portantino (D-Pasadena) attended the event along with Business, Transportation & Housing Secretary, Dale Bonner, who served as event keynote speaker.
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