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In this issue:

· Los Angeles City Transportation Committee Hears Status of the Wilshire Bus Only Lane Project
· Presentations to the City of Torrance Transportation Commission
· I-710 EIR/S Community Advisory Committee to Meet for the First Time
· Invitation to Mid-Corridor Project Status Update Open House


	Senate Transportation and Housing Committee Hearing on the Metrolink Accident in Chatsworth

Today, the Senate Transportation and Housing Committee conducted an informational hearing on the Metrolink accident that occurred in Chatsworth.  The committee received testimony from a variety of elected officials, regulatory agencies, the freight railroads, and employee representatives.  The following summarizes some of the major issues discussed at the hearing.  The committee will soon prepare a final report on the hearing.

Senator Diane Feinstein (D-CA) discussed her concerns regarding the lack of a Positive Train Control (PTC) system in the nation and also discussed the Rail Safety Improvement Act which is expected to be signed by President Bush in the near future.  During her testimony, Senator Feinstein highlighted the need for federal mandates to implement such a system and stressed her desire to work with the region to address the safety issues arising from this accident.

Director Richard Katz testified on behalf of Mayor Villaraigosa and as a member of the Metrolink Board of Directors to discuss the agency’s actions in response to the accident.  Director Katz highlighted the pending announcement of a peer review panel which will perform a top to bottom safety review of Metrolink’s operations, the immediate placement of a second engineer in Metrolink locomotives, as well as efforts to redirect Proposition 1B funds from the Colton Crossing to safety improvements along Metrolink’s rail lines.  Metrolink CEO David Solow also discussed the agency’s operating structure, safety systems and procedures, among other issues. The committee also focused on the need for additional funding for Metrolink and the future use of passenger cars which utilize crash energy management systems.   

Representatives of the freight railroads provided testimony regarding their efforts to establish versions of a PTC system.  Union Pacific (UP) representatives announced that they have recently signed a memorandum of understanding to address interoperability issues needed for a PTC.  Additionally, UP representatives also highlighted four elements they believe are necessary to implement a PTC.  These include: funding from public and private interests; streamlined permitting; authorization from the Federal Communications Commission for use of certain radio frequency spectrums; and a continued focus of all parties.  Representatives of Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad discussed a version of a PTC system that is currently being tested on two lines in their system.  

Lastly, representatives of employee organizations representing train operators discussed the potential problem that could arise from the use of split shifts and operator fatigue.  

Los Angeles City Transportation Committee Hears Status of the Wilshire Bus Only Lane Project

Today, the City of Los Angeles Transportation Committee received an update from us and the Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) on the status of the Wilshire Bus Only Lane.  We, along with LADOT, reported that staff is diligently working to meet our aggressive deadline of June 30, 2009 to complete the environmental assessment.  We also reported to the Committee that Congress has passed and the President has signed into law a Continuing Resolution that will keep the rest of the government funded through March 6, 2009, at fiscal year 2008 levels, leaving final decisions on spending for domestic programs to the next Congress and president.

In their testimony, the Bus Riders Union noted their strong concerns regarding the uncertainty of the funding for the project.  They requested that the City of Los Angeles find alternative funds for the project.  The item will go to the City Council in the coming weeks.  

I-710 EIR/S Community Advisory Committee to Meet for the First Time
On October 15, 2008 at 6:00 p.m., the I-710 Environmental Impact Report /Study (EIR/S) Community Advisory Committee (CAC) will be meeting for the first time at the Gateway Cities Council of Governments offices.  At this meeting the former CAC for the completed Major Corridor Study will transition its work to the EIR/S phase CAC.  The agenda for this important kick-off meeting includes an in-depth discussion of how the former CAC’s recommendations have been incorporated into the current scope of the EIR/S.  The meeting will also include an introduction to air quality and health studies that will be part of the project, as well a review of goods movement issues.

The CAC is comprised of community leaders from 15 jurisdictions along the corridor, along with representation from labor, health care, economic development and environmental constituencies.
Invitation to Mid-Corridor Project Status Update Open House
The Exposition Construction Authority will be holding a Project Status Update Open House for the Mid-Corridor area of the Expo Light Rail Line.
This meeting will cover presentations on Phase 1 Project Overview and a Construction Status Update. The update includes information on the construction of the La Brea bridge, Expo right-of-way excavation, track bed construction and traffic advisories.
Event details are as follows:

When:

Wednesday, October 22, 2008

6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Where:

Holman United Methodist Church
White Hall Room 
3320 W. Adams Boulevard 

Los Angeles, CA 90018

(On-site free parking will be available)
Board members who wish to attend may contact my office so that we can make the necessary arrangements.  To view the complete invitation please click here.
http://www.buildexpo.org/images/100208%20Mid-Corridor%20Project%20Status%20Update%20Open%20House%20-%20For%20Website.pdf


	Metro.net Home | Press Room | Projects & Programs | Meeting Agendas | Riding Metro | Metro Library 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority

1 Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles, California 90012-2952

Phone: 213-922-6888

Fax: 213-922-7447













