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· Highlights from the Annual Night of Stars Awards
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· Media Relations Issues a News Release on Late Night Weekend Red Line Service Funded
· Correction to Metro Red Line Late Night Service


	Highlights from the Annual Night of Stars Awards
On Friday, October 17, 2008 we held The Annual Night of the Stars awards banquet at the Bonaventure Hotel.  This year’s theme was “Night de Paris”, with strolling street musicians amongst the gardens of Paris and replicas of the Eiffel Tower.  The program was emceed by Chief Operations Officer, Carolyn Flowers and General Manager of Rail, Mike Cannell.  This event recognizes our “best of the best employees” for their meritorious work records and contributions to excellence.  Over 400 employees and staff members attended the event.  For the first time it included top union officials from United Transportation Union (UTU) and Transportation Communications Union (TCU). 

Division bus operator and maintenance staff were recognized for exemplary attendance and safety records over a five year period.  This year, administrative staff were added to the program and were recognized using the same criteria.  In addition, a new awards category, Leadership Award, was added to honor supervisors who displayed a commitment to excellence, mentorship and knowledge of our day to day operations for each of their areas of expertise. 

In the special recognition category, the “Can Do” award went to Bruce Shelburne and Steve Rank.  These two employees are our “go to guys” because they are responsible for coordinating all of our special event service and working with the divisions to set up detours, providing staff support for the events, and working with all of the municipalities in planning these events.  The annual Spotlight award went to all of the Electronic Communication Technicians.   This team was nominated by all of the Bus Operations’ General Managers for their team contributions and performance, which exemplifies the agency’s mission and core values, for their work to support the successful implementation of the Automated Transit Management System (ATMS).  
Recap of Mobility 21 Transportation Summit
Today, Mobility 21 hosted the 7th Annual Southern California Transportation Summit as a collaborative effort to address both local and regional transit goals and challenges.  During the morning session, I provided welcoming remarks and focused on the fiscal challenges we are facing in the coming years.  Assemblymember Mike Feuer, as the morning session’s keynote speaker, encouraged those in attendance to become more active in our efforts to support transportation and LA Mayor and Metro Chair Antonio Villaraigosa opened the luncheon with a call for support of transportation funding and a vision of how these funds will improve LA’s transportation future.

The Summit featured four breakout sessions at which presentations and discussions were conducted on Environmental and Goods Movement Funding, Creating a Fund to Reduce Congestion, Supporting and Expanding the Self-Help Model, and Federal Investment in Transportation Infrastructure.  In these breakout sessions, participants discussed topics such as the ties between a healthy environment and efficient goods movement, how to fund congestion reduction strategies, priorities for the next federal transportation bill authorization, and supporting and expanding local transportation revenue mechanisms.  The Summit concluded with an overview of recommendations from the breakout sessions and keynote addresses by Congressman Ken Calvert and BNSF Vice President Roger Nober.

Media attending today’s summit included the Los Angeles Times, The Daily News, KTTV (Fox News), La Opinion, Sing Tao, the China Press and the Associated Press. Stories may run later today and tomorrow. 

Media Relations Issues a News Release on Late Night Weekend Red Line Service Funded
Today, Media Relations issued a news release noting that a group of prominent Los Angeles area businesses have anteed up $54,250 to extend late-night weekend subway service on the Metro Red Line from North Hollywood to Union Station. This holiday season, thousands working at or enjoying shops, restaurants and entertainment venues will be allowed to stay out a little later on Friday and Saturday nights or use public transportation on their way to and from late night shifts. 
The release notes that beginning Friday night (Saturday morning), November 21, 2008, and continuing each Friday and Saturday night until December 27, 2008 Metro Red Line service will be extended to run approximately every 20 minutes until 3 a.m. 
Extending the hours of Red Line service for the holiday pilot project will cost $4,500 a night and is being paid for by private-sector sponsorships made by numerous entertainment venues and businesses large and small.  Funds for the six-weekend pilot program were received by the Friday, October 17, 2008 deadline set at our Board of Directors meeting in September.
http://www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_171.htm
Correction to Metro Red Line Late Night Service
Last Friday’s brief incorrectly stated that service would run through January 3, 2009.  The last day of service will actually be Saturday, December 27, 2008
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