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	Governor Schwarzenegger Calls for Special Session of the State Legislature on November 5th
On November 5, 2008, Governor Schwarzenegger is expected to call the State Legislature into special session.  This session is expected to address the decline in state revenues and the worsening economy.  The official proclamation calling the special session has not been released as of the writing of this brief.  Staff will provide more information to the Board as soon as it becomes available. 

Metro Reacts to Department of Water and Power Settlement

The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power has agreed to pay us $28.1 million to settle a lawsuit filed eight years ago by Los Angeles Unified School District, the County, Los Angeles Community College District, UCLA, and various state agencies that claimed they were overcharged by the utility.  State Attorney General Jerry Brown today announced DWP has agreed to pay $160 million altogether to the government agencies.  The Daily News asked for Metro’s reaction. I said we were pleased there has finally been a resolution, and it represents a fair settlement for all the government entities involved. 

Metro Rail System Service Alerts

Metro Gold Line
The free parking program offered by the City of Pasadena at Del Mar Station has ended.  The parking structure at Fillmore Station is now open and available for use. This structure contains 160 spaces reserved for Gold Line riders.  At present, all of these spaces are available free to Gold Line riders, but starting December 1st, reserved parking spaces will be available through our reserved parking program. These spaces will be taken from the 160 Gold Line spaces.

The Fillmore Station parking structure is located approximately half a mile south of Del Mar Station on the east side of Raymond Avenue, just south of Fillmore Street. The entrance to the parking structure is off Raymond Avenue.  Given that the Fillmore Station parking structure is a shared parking structure, it is important that you use the facility correctly to avoid paying a parking fee, being fined or towed. We have attached a link entitled "How to Use the Fillmore Parking Structure" that provides essential information about the use of the Fillmore Station parking structure.
www.metro.net/riding_metro/system_delays/images/FillmoreStationParkingStructure_1008.pdf 

Metro Red Line/Purple

On Saturday, November 1, 2008, after 9:00 p.m., due to system maintenance Purple Line passengers will need to transfer at Wilshire/Vermont.  At Wilshire/Vermont, all trains will use the lower level.  Shuttle trains will leave Wilshire/Western 2 minutes later than regular schedule after 9:04 p.m.  Red Line trains to Union Station from North Hollywood will be running 2 minutes later than regular schedule between 8:56 p.m. and 12:16 a.m., then regular schedule at 12:34 a.m. and 12:54 a.m.

Additional information regarding service alerts can be found here.
www.metro.net/riding_metro/system_delays/default.htm

Expo Light Rail – Construction Notice

Starting Friday, November 7, 2008 through Monday, November 10, 2008 there will be a temporary closure of Western Avenue at the intersection with Exposition Boulevard in the Mid-Corridor portion of the Expo Light Rail Line, as noted in the construction notice. 

What:     Temporary Street Closure 

When:    Friday, November 7, 2008 through Monday, November 10, 2008
Where:   Western Avenue will be closed at the intersection with Exposition Boulevard

Traffic Impacts:    

· No northbound or southbound vehicular traffic will be allowed to cross Exposition Boulevard by using Western Avenue during this construction activity.

· Exposition Boulevard will remain open to eastbound and westbound traffic.

· Northbound traffic on Western Avenue will be allowed to turn east onto Exposition Boulevard. Southbound traffic on Western Avenue will be allowed to turn west onto Exposition Boulevard.

· Additionally, eastbound traffic on Exposition Boulevard will be allowed to turn south onto Western Avenue. Westbound traffic on Exposition Boulevard will be allowed to turn north onto Western Avenue.

Directional signage, electronic message boards and flagmen will be used to safely direct drivers and pedestrians around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.

(Construction schedules are subject to change for various reasons including but not limited to: weather conditions, unforeseen emergencies and other acts of nature.)

www.buildexpo.org/images/110708%20EXPO%20Construction%20Notice%20Mid%20Corridor-Western%20AvenueClosure.pdf
Reserve the Dates
Civil Grand Jury Delegation Visit, Wednesday, October 29, 2008, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m., Gateway Headquarters – Malibu Conference Room, One Gateway Plaza, Los Angeles, California
A group from the County of Los Angeles Civil Grand Jury will be visiting our Headquarters for an overview of our Operations along with a tour of the Bus Operations Control Center, then ride the Metro Red Line.
VICA’s 20th Annual Business Forecast Conference, Thursday, October 30, 2008, 7:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Universal Hilton Hotel, 555 Universal Hollywood Drive, Universal City, California

The event will highlight economic forecasts by top economists and include informative breakout sessions with key opinion leaders discussing topics on workforce education, mobility, climate change and land use.  Governor Schwarzenegger will serve as keynote speaker for this event.
2008 4th Annual Angel Award, Thursday, October 30, 2008, Time: TBD, Crowne Plaza Hotel @ Commerce Casino, 6121 E. Telegraph Road, Commerce, California

We will be honored with an Angel Award for selflessly dedicating outstanding leadership, service and resources to the East Los Angeles Community with the construction of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension and the East Los Angeles Youth Center.

Secretary Dale Bonner and CEO’s of the LA / Inland Empire Trade Corridor, Thursday, October 30, 2008, Riverside County Administration Center, 4080 Lemon Street, Riverside, California
Secretary Dale Bonner of the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency and the CEO’s of the LA / Inland Empire Trade Corridor will be meeting to discuss the redirection of Colton Crossing funding.
METRANS 10th Anniversary Celebration, Thursday, October 30, 2008, 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., Galen Center – USC, 3400 S Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, California
METRANS is celebrating their 10th anniversary with a reception and dinner at the USC Galen Center.  This event will include an informative and engaging presentation from David Billington of Princeton University, along with video and displays of METRANS accomplishments. 
California Transit Association Fall Conference, Tuesday, November 4, 2008 – Friday, November 7, 2008, Time: TBD, Portola Hotel & Spa, Monterey Conference Center, Monterey, California

This year’s event theme is “Building Partnerships for the Future” and will provide an opportunity for attendees to learn about the latest transit industry’s technologies and trends, along with a diverse program of workshops and sessions. 

WTS – LA Scholarship and Awards Dinner, Wednesday, November 5, 2008, 5:00 p.m., The Millennium Biltmore, 555 S. Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, California
WTS will celebrate its 22nd Annual Scholarship and Awards Dinner.  Director Pam O’Connor will Emcee this gala event and our very own Carolyn Flowers, Metro Chief Operations Officer, will be honored as the Woman of the Year. 

LA Valley College 2008 President’s Gala, Thursday, November 6, 2008, 6:30 p.m., Warner Center Marriott, 21850 Oxnard Street, Woodland Hills, California 

 LA Valley College (LAVC) will honor us for being an outstanding partner of LAVC and the LAVC Foundation, including our work with the Wilshire Metro WorkSource Center on the Bus Operator’s Bridge Program.     

First Annual Student Transportation Symposium, Friday, November 7, 2008, 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon, Los Angeles Trade Tech College Grand Theatre, 400 W. Washington Boulevard, Los Angeles, California
We and the Los Angeles Community College District (LACCD) are delighted to invite a delegation of student leaders and faculty from several campuses to participate at our First Annual Student Transportation Symposium. 
Tour of Gold Line with Councilmember Parks, Perry and former Councilmember Hernandez, Wednesday, November 12, 2008, 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
A group of 100 African-American women will visit Metro headquarters for a short overview of Metro operations followed by a tour of our Bus Operations Control Center and then a ride on the Metro Gold Line.
East Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce 20th Annual Installation of Officers, Board of Directors and Awards Dinner, Wednesday, November 12, 2008, 6:00 p.m., Steven’s Steak House, 5332 Stevens Place, City of Commerce, California
The event will: 1) to announce the Installation of Officers and the new Board of Directors for the fiscal year 2008-2009; 2) to honor those persons from both the public and private sector who exemplify excellence in the contributions made toward enriching the quality of life for the businesses and residents of the East Los Angeles and surrounding communities.  ELACOC would like to honor us for our Dedication and Community Service to East Los Angeles.

ULI Meet & Greet, Thursday, November 13, 2008, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., Hastings, 515 South Flower Street, Los Angeles, California
ULI has requested that Roger Moliere, Chief Real Property Management & Development and I to speak on Transit-Oriented Development and Metro Policies affecting Real Estate Development.
Metro Red Line Late Night Weekend Service Press Event, Monday, November 17, 2008, 10:00 a.m., 7th/Metro – Metro Red/Blue Line Station
We will be join L.A. City Councilmembers Jose Huizar, Wendy Greuel, Eric Garcetti and a host of approximately 20 prominent L.A. venues who together contributed more than $54,000 to sponsor late night weekend service on the Metro Red Line during the holiday season.  Extended weekend service, which officially begins Friday, Nov. 21, 2008, will extend Red Line operating hours to 3 a.m. on Fridays and Saturdays. 
Advancing Women in Transportation (WTS) Reception @ Focus on the Future Conference, Monday, November 17, 2008, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., Monterey Convention Center, Monterey, California

This year, WTS will be honoring the lifetime contributions of retired CTC Commissioner, Marian Bergeson.  
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