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· Administrative Law Judge Renders Recommendation on Grade Crossings for Expo Light Rail Project
· FastLanes Corridor Advisory Groups to Convene


	Assemblymember Mike Eng Tours Our Transportation System
Yesterday, we provided a briefing and tour for Assemblymember Mike Eng (D- Monterey Park) to learn more about our highway transportation system and our Congestion Reduction Demonstration Initiative program.  Assemblymember Eng participated in a helicopter tour to get an aerial view of our highways and proposed High Occupancy Toll lanes on the I-10 and I-110, Alameda Corridor and the San Pedro Bay Port Complex.  
The tour provided the Assemblymember with background on our transportation system that will be helpful as he assumes his Chairmanship on the Assembly Transportation Committee.
Administrative Law Judge Renders Recommendation on Grade Crossings for Expo Light Rail Project
Last week, the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) rendered a recommendation on the Harvard and Farmdale grade crossings for the Expo Light Rail Project.  Even though the Harvard crossing is already grade separated with a pedestrian tunnel and adjacent to two at-grade pedestrian crossings, the ALJ has recommended that a pedestrian bridge be built at both the Harvard and Farmdale crossings.  In addition to the pedestrian bridges, he is also recommending that the street at Farmdale be closed to thru traffic.  They are reviewing the ALJ’s recommendation and will be providing comments to the proposed decision which goes to the CPUC Commissioners at the end of November.  The Commission can approve, amend or reject the ALJ’s recommendation.  

Completing the needed environmental studies and building the two pedestrian bridges, complete with elevators, in accordance with the ALJ’s ruling would cost millions of dollars and significantly delay the opening of the line.   The Expo Authority does not have funding to cover these costs and would have to come back to our Board to request additional funds. 

The Authority is currently assessing the impacts of the decision and the options available to them.  They will keep you apprised as they move forward. 
http://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/efile/PD/92649.pdf

FastLanes Corridor Advisory Groups to Convene
The FastLanes Corridor Advisory Groups (CAGs) for the Los Angeles County Congestion Reduction Demonstration Initiative have been formed and will hold their first meetings next week.  Invitations were sent to members as well as representatives from the offices of federal, state and local elected officials.  

The initial corridors for the FastLanes program are the I-10 from the I-605 to Alameda Street (Union Station) and the I-110 between Adams Boulevard and 182nd Street/Artesia Transit Center, 24 and 33 lane miles, respectively.  The $210 million grant from the federal government will fund the purchase of vehicles to expand transit services and improvements to transit stations and expand park and ride facilities in the designated corridors.  The target date for implementation of this demonstration project is December 31, 2010.

Over the next 12 months, we will be seeking feedback from the communities in these corridors as the partner agencies – Metro and Caltrans - explore the concept, opportunities, impacts and advantages that would occur with implementation of the Project.  The individual CAGs are scheduled to meet on a quarterly basis beginning in November 2008 and will meet in unified sessions at major milestones in the project.  Next week’s meeting schedule is as follows:

Wednesday, November 5, 2008, 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM

I-110 CAG - Southern Working Group

AC Bilbrew Library

150 E. El Segundo Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90061

Thursday, November 6, 2008, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

I-10 CAG

Boyle Heights Senior Center

2839 E 3rd Street
Los Angeles, CA 90033

Saturday, November 8, 2008, 9:30 AM – 11:00 AM

I-110 CAG - Northern Working Group

Los Angeles Orthopaedic Hospital Foundation

Andrew Norman Hall

2400 South Flower Street

Los Angeles, CA  90007

In addition, and at the request of Councilwoman Janice Hahn, we will be holding a Congestion Reduction Workshop at a joint meeting of five neighborhood councils in the San Pedro and South Bay areas on Thursday, November 13, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m., at Peck Park, 560 N. Western Avenue, San Pedro, CA.
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