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	CTC Commissioners Dario Frommer and Larry Zarian Ask that Colton Crossing Funds Be Redirected to Rail Safety Needs
On Thursday, October 30, 2008, following up on a request originally made by California Transportation Commission (CTC) Commissioner Dario Frommer in September, CTC Commissioner Larry Zarian asked the CTC to agendize a discussion of the $97 million committed to the Colton Crossing project at the December 10-11, 2008 meeting of the CTC.  Commissioner Frommer and Commissioner Zarian are seeking to re-direct the Colton Crossing funds to passenger and freight rail safety and capacity needs.  In response, CTC Executive Director John Barna indicated that the practice for redirecting commitments in the Proposition 1B Trade Corridor Improvement Fund (TCIF) was to first work with the existing grantee, in this case Caltrans and the Secretary of Business, Transportation, and Housing, to insure that the project in question has been discontinued prior to engaging in re-directing any funds.  Mr. Barna also reminded the Commissioners present that the $2.4 billion TCIF program was over-subscribed by $600 million, meaning that any re-directed commitment would remain at-risk if the new projects were delayed and the program shortfall were not resolved.
In response to a letter transmitted by the Southern California Consensus Group last week, Caltrans Director Will Kempton and Secretary of Business, Transportation, and Housing Dale Bonner had previously agreed to meet Southern California Consensus Group CEOs later that same day in Riverside to discuss the Colton Crossing commitment issue.  The conversation with Secretary Bonner was very congenial and constructive.  At the meeting, the Secretary briefly discussed the Governor's desire to develop an economic stimulus package for the State focused on short term benefits and moved-off of his prior position that the Colton Crossing funds be targeted to a previously established Tier 2 list.  In redirecting the Colton funding, the secretary was amenable to considering projects that would enhance passenger and rail safety and capacity as long as they meet the conditions of the governor's economic stimulus package as well as the intent of Proposition 1B.  The Secretary wants to continue working with the Southern California Consensus Group to develop and put forward a framework of projects at the December CTC meeting that meets both economic stimulus and safety priorities.  Additionally, it appears that the administration would not be open, at this time, to using the $97 million in Colton Crossing commitments to reduce the $600 million TCIF funding gap.
College Students to Benefit from LACCD and Metro Historic Agreement

Beginning Spring of 2009 Los Angeles Community College District (LACCD) fulltime students who register for classes will qualify to purchase a half yearly Metro Institution Transit Access Pass (I-TAP) for just $15.  The I-TAP pass is valid on all Metro Bus and Rail including zones 1 and 2.  LACCD will purchase passes for all of their 30,000 fulltime students for the next year with options to continue the program for four additional years.  The pass will go on sale in mid-November for early registering students at each of the nine LACCD campuses which include:  Los Angeles City College, East Los Angeles College, Los Angeles Trade Technical College, Pierce College, Valley College, Southwest College, West Los Angeles College, Harbor College and Mission College.
The signing of this agreement culminates over 5 years of work with LACCD to create a pass program for all fulltime students at all of their campuses.  Los Angeles City College was the first campus to have such a program dating back to June 2004.  LACCD’s nine campuses join Rio Hondo College and UCLA group pass programs.  Cal State Dominguez and both of El Camino College campuses are considering adopting pass programs for the Spring semester as well.
Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board Meeting
On Thursday, November 6, 2008, the Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority (Expo) Board is scheduled to meet at 2:30 p.m. in the Board of Supervisors’ Hearing Room (381B) in the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration.

During the meeting, the Expo Board will consider authorizing the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) to:

· Execute a change order to FCI/Flour/Parsons (FFP), a joint venture, to construct Package A6, USC/Expo Park Station;

· Revise the Expo Project budget;

· Execute a change order to FCI/Flour/Parsons (FFP), a joint venture, for construction of the permanent traffic signal system in Construction Package A1; and
· Negotiate and execute contract modification with Carter & Burgess, Inc. to provide additional Construction Management Support Services.
In addition, the Board will Receive and File the Monthly Project Status Update and the Storage and Facility Inspection Update for the Exposition Light Rail Transit Project.
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