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	Los Angeles City Council Supports Federal Intervention to Protect Local Governments

Last week, the Los Angeles City Council approved a resolution to urge the U.S. Treasury Department to protect local governments and address the Lease In/Lease Out (LILO) and Sale In/Lease Out (SILO) financial concerns.  Council President Eric Garcetti introduced the resolution that urges the Treasury Department, under the Emergency Economic Security Act of 2008 (EESA) and specifically the Guarantee Program for Troubled Assets, to use its authority to guarantee the obligations of AIG and other private guarantors.  If left unaddressed by the federal government, the technical default of the LILO/SILO agreements could result in financial disaster for state and local entities such as Metro. 

Los Angeles Valley College Recognizes Our Bus Operator Bridge Program
Last Thursday, November 6, 2008, the Los Angeles Valley College Foundation honored us for our Bus Operator Bridge Program, a program to provide “bridge” training to help potential Bus Operators complete the Metro Bus Operator Training Program.  Carolyn Flowers, Chief Operations Officer, accepted the award on our behalf.

We developed the Bus Operator Bridge Program, as directed by the Board, to address a shortage of Bus Operators.  At its June 2006 meeting, the Board approved a motion by Mayor Villaraigosa directing the Chief Executive Officer to report to the Board with a plan to eliminate more than 300 Bus Operator vacancies.  To address this motion, we worked with the Los Angeles Valley College, the Wilshire Metro WorkSource Center, and the Literacy Network of Greater Los Angeles to develop an innovative new pilot program, known as the Bus Operator Bridge Program.  The Program provides "bridge" training to address qualification gaps of potential Bus Operators who need help to succeed in the Metro Bus Operator Training Program.  Since its inception, the Bus Operator Bridge Program, which started in August 2006, has graduated 20 classes of students; hiring almost 300 Bus Operators. 

First Annual Student Transportation Summit

Last week, we hosted the First Annual Student Transportation Symposium which was held at the Grand Theater of the Los Angeles Trade Technical College.  I joined Director Katz in answering questions from the students who participated in one of the panel sessions called "The Future of Transportation in L.A. County".  The session was moderated by Emcee Marc Haefele, who is the "Dean of City Hall Reporters" on KPCC's "All Things Considered". I also presented the latest on the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension and the Exposition Light Rail Transit Project. Other moderators and speakers included Larry Eisenberg, Executive Director, Facilities Planning & Development of the Los Angeles Community College District, Rita Robinson, General Manager of the City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation, and California  Assembly Transportation Chair Mike Eng.  The symposium was attended by approximately 150 students.
Veteran’s Day Message
On this veteran's day, let us remember and appreciate those who have worn our nation's uniforms in peace and in war and for their unwavering commitment to keep our nation safe.  We must never forget that the freedoms we enjoy, the ability we have to elect our local, state, and national leaders, and the opportunity and prosperity bestowed upon us are due to the service and sacrifice of our military members.

While we recognize those unique individuals who answer our nation’s call to service, we must also pay tribute to the families and friends of our military members and the price they, too, have paid on behalf of our nation.  
We have several employees who have served in the military or National Guard and some have answered the call to active duty to serve overseas in Iraq, Afghanistan, or other regions of the world.  On behalf of Metro, I would like to express my heart-felt gratitude to our veterans and their families for their service and commitment to protecting our freedoms and way of life.
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