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	Hopes Fade for Quick Congressional Action on Economic Stimulus Package
Congress has returned to Washington this week for what is expected to be a short lame duck session.  While an economic stimulus package heavily focused on infrastructure spending was originally intended to be front and center on the lame duck agenda, congressional insiders have informed us that prospects for action are quickly fading due to the lack of broad consensus and the continued opposition of the Bush Administration.  Instead, an extension of unemployment benefits -- minus any infrastructure component or other stimulus measures -- is likely to be the extent of legislative action for the remainder of the 110th Congress.  

Nevertheless, in anticipation of congressional movement on a robust stimulus measure in January, we were recently asked to provide a list of federally eligible projects to the American Public Transportation Association (APTA).  Criterion for the attached federal economic stimulus list was provided to us by APTA and senior congressional aides.  Projects included in our list meet the following criteria: 

· Can be implemented within 90 days of federal funding being made available. 

· Are an eligible use of federal funding, including preventive maintenance activities. 

· Would not proceed in the current federal fiscal year without supplemental funding. 

I will continue to keep you informed as developments unfold and Congress moves closer to enacting an economic stimulus package that includes major funding for infrastructure projects.
Metro Red Line Late Night Weekend Service Press Event

Yesterday, Board Member and County Supervisor, Zev Yaroslavsky and Chief Operations Officer Carolyn Flowers joined Los Angeles City Councilmembers Wendy Greuel, Eric Garcetti and a host of sponsoring businesses to promote late night weekend service on the Metro Red Line during the holiday season.  The event was held at the 7th/Metro Red Line Station platform and included characters intended to showcase the various destinations accessible between Downtown Los Angeles and North Hollywood.  The pilot project begins this Friday, November 21 and ends December 27.  Several media outlets attended, with stories running today and this week.  

San Gabriel Valley Sector Office LEED Plaque Unveiling
On Monday, November 24, 2008, we will unveil the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Gold Plaque that we received for the design and development of the San Gabriel Valley Sector Office in El Monte.  The eco-friendly three-story 45,515-square-foot steel-frame building was built to meet the LEED silver certification however, we achieved the gold level certification. The design objectives included protecting occupant health, improving employee productivity, and using energy, water and other resources more efficiently. The new structure surpasses the State of California’s already strict standards for building energy use by 25 percent and water consumption standards by 50 percent.  The office consumes 33 percent less electricity than a conventional structure, saving us over $75,000 in utility costs annually.
Event Details:

What:           SGV Sector Office LEED Gold Plaque Unveiling and Photo-Op

Date:            Monday, November 24, 2008

Time:           10:00 am

Location:      First Floor Lobby, San Gabriel Valley Sector Office

                    3449 Santa Anita Ave., 3rd Floor

                    El Monte, CA 91731 

Board Members who wish to attend may contact my office so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
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