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	Metro Develops Economic Stimulus Project List

In anticipation that President-elect Obama will sign an economic stimulus measure with billions for infrastructure projects shortly after taking office next month, we have constructed the attached list of projects.  Most of the projects on this list could be started or have contracts awarded within 90 to 120 days of enactment of a federal economic stimulus bill.  The Chairman of the Transportation & Infrastructure Committee James Oberstar (D-MN) is currently creating the transportation component of a broader stimulus bill that may approach $1 trillion in size.  The financial figures being crafted by Chairman Oberstar will reportedly exceed the $13 billion for highways and bridges and $5.5 billion that was included in a stimulus bill considered, but never passed, by Congress earlier this year.  
We will continue working closely with members of the Obama-Biden Transition Project’s Agency Review Working Group responsible for transportation issues, Members of Congress and other transportation stakeholders to ensure that we maximize the amount of stimulus funding we receive from an economic stimulus package adopted by Congress and signed by the President early next year.  We do not anticipate that the federal stimulus legislation will earmark funds to specific projects.  Importantly, however, this list is a valuable resource to demonstrate the capability of Los Angeles County to spend a substantial amount of economic stimulus money in a short time frame.  As Congress and the Obama transition team continue their work on a stimulus package, we will be reaching out to local transportation stakeholders to coordinate with them on their transportation infrastructure priorities.  Lastly, we will also be preparing a list of stimulus projects that would be ready to go beyond a 120-day timeframe, in the event that Congress and the new Administration decide to include longer-term stimulus projects.
boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/LAMetroEcnomicStimulusList.pdf

U.S. Transportation Secretary Issues News Release on Congestion Pricing
Yesterday afternoon, U.S. Transportation Secretary, Mary E. Peters issued a news release announcing that Los Angeles can start spending $210 Million to cut traffic, improve transit and protect the environment.  In the news release, U.S. Secretary of Transportation Mary E. Peters announced that Los Angeles will receive $210 million in federal funds to help cut highway traffic jams and provide better bus transit services in Los Angeles.  It is the largest congestion grant the Department has awarded to any city to date, the Secretary said. 

The Secretary said the funding will allow local leaders to move forward with a plan to convert existing HOV lanes to High-Occupancy Toll lanes and implement congestion pricing to improve southern California’s traffic, air quality, and quality of life.  “Los Angeles’ willingness to try something new will mean less traffic, better transit and a cleaner environment,” Secretary Peters said.

Media Relations received inquires from the Pasadena Star News and KABC regarding the program.  Stories are expected to run tonight and tomorrow.  In addition, KCBS/KCAL, KNBC and KTLA also ran stories earlier this morning.
www.dot.gov/affairs/dot17408.htm

Citizens’ Advisory Council Meeting
This morning, I met with members of the Citizens’ Advisory Council at their Executive Committee Meeting, which was also their Holiday Meeting.  I spoke about the various topics that the Board has been working on, and the latest developments in several of our on-going projects, such as the Gold Line Eastside Extension, the TAP program, and the EXPO project.  I also discussed the challenges that we are facing in our budget due to the actions by the State and the events that took place surrounding the financial institutions.
Holiday TAP Card Media Event Time Change

Due to scheduling conflicts, the Holiday TAP Card Media Event has been rescheduled to Monday, December 15, 2008 at 11:00 a.m.  New event details are as follows: 
What:     Holiday TAP Card Media Event
Where:   Union Station East Portal

When:    Monday, December 15, 2008 at 11:00 a.m.
Board Members who wish to attend may contact my office so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
Procurement Postings for Next Week
IFB for Design and Construction of Division 20 Storage Building

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to provide all design and construction for Division 20 Storage Building at Location 61.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from December 19, 2008, through February 26, 2009.

We are seeking a qualified Design/Build Contractor to design and construct a pre-engineered metal building located at the south side of Location 61 Warehouse at Division 20.  The storage building encloses approximately 8,140 square feet on a rectangular footprint.  It has plan dimensions of 74 feet wide by 110 feet long and approximately 27 feet and 6 inches high.

Any inquires concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Charles W. Fitzsimmons, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7301.
Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be participating in the TAP Rollout Press Event.  The event is to promote the conversion from the paper fare media to the smart TAP cards.

For the remainder of the week through Thursday, December 18, 2008, I will be attending the 20th International Conference on Magnetically Levitated Systems and Linear Drives (MAGLEV 2008) in San Diego.

During my absence, Terry Matsumoto, Chief Financial Services Officer, will act on my behalf with full signature authority.  He can be reached at (213) 922-2473.  

I will be returning to the office on Friday, December 19, 2008.  If you need to reach someone from my office, please call (213) 922-6888.
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