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	2009 VerdeXchange Green Marketmakers Conference
Yesterday, I spoke at the 2009 VerdeXchange Green Marketmakers Conference’s Panel entitled “Low Emission Transport – Exactly What is Coming and Exactly When”.  I discussed that as the transportation planner, builder, and operator in Los Angeles County, our agency plays a major role in the reduction of greenhouse gas emission and promoting sustainability in the County.  This is achieved by using various tools such as our impressive fleet of CNG buses, our six hybrid buses and our solar panel installation - which is the largest in the transit industry.  I also mentioned that we have a dynamic Sustainability and Climate Change Committee that provides guidance for our ongoing sustainable efforts.

The panel that was moderated by Norm Mineta, Former U.S. Secretary of Transportation and Commerce included other panel speakers such as Dan Sperling, Board Member of California Air Resources Board, Judge Quentin Kopp, Chair of California High Speed Rail Authority, and Yoshiyuki Kasai, Chairman of Central Japan Railway Company.  

Board Chair Antonio Villaraigosa and Director Zev Yaroslavsky also spoke on the conference's plenary session entitled "AB 32 and Western States' Leadership on Renewables and Climate Change" while Director Richard Katz led the conference's  panel on "AB 32 & Goods Movement: Reducing GHG From Ports and Airports: Moving More Cargo & People/Emitting Less Pollutants".
Government Partners Informed of Upcoming Public Hearings
Today, Carolyn Flowers, Metro's Chief Operations, sent a message informing local, state and federal partners of upcoming service change public hearings being held by the 5 governance councils that are scheduled to begin next week.  The message notes that the proposed service changes are intended "to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the public transportation system and to connect the existing bus system with the Eastside Extension of the Gold Line."

The message explains that the Service Sector Governance Councils will take public comment about the proposed changes at these five hearings.  In March, the Councils will be voting on the proposed changes at their regularly scheduled meetings.  The changes will then be considered by the full Board of Directors and are scheduled to go into effect this June to coincide with the opening of the Gold Line Eastside Extension.    

The message was sent electronically to all mayors, city managers, members of the Los Angeles City Council, and the local offices of our State legislative and Federal congressional delegations.  
Below is a list of the upcoming public hearings.

Metro San Fernando Valley 

February 4, 2009, 6:30 pm

Marvin Braude Constituent Center

6262 Van Nuys Blvd., Van Nuys

Metro San Gabriel Valley

February 9, 2009, 6 pm

San Gabriel Valley Office

3449 Santa Anita Ave., 3rd Floor, El Monte

Metro South Bay

February 9, 2009, 6 pm

Carson Community Center

801 Carson St, Carson

Metro Westside/Central

February 11, 2009, 5 pm

La Cienega Tennis Center

325 S La Cienega Bl, Beverly Hills

Metro Gateway Cities

February 12, 2009, 5:30 pm

The Gas Company

9240 Firestone Bl, Downey

First Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Rail Car Gets Tested

Media Relations issued a news release today noting that rail car testing began this morning with the first light rail car to run the full length of the six-mile Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension alignment -- another major milestone leading up to the opening this summer -- left Union Station and headed east toward the line’s terminus at Atlantic Boulevard and Pomona Street.

The trip was part of a clearance test in which the train car was towed, rather than self-powered, at approximately 5 m.p.h. so that it could easily stop on short notice. The test was done to verify proper clearance between the rail car and surrounding equipment and facilities, including 1.8-mile-long twin tunnels under Boyle Heights. On platforms, clearance was carefully measured where doors will open at eight stations -- two of them underground -- along the route. Towing was done by a small truck on rails. The test was not open to the public because of safety concerns. 
Media Relations staff also shot video of the testing and made it available to all local television station this afternoon. Stories may run tonight and tomorrow.
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