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	Installation of Between Car Barriers
At approximately 9 a.m. this morning a visually impaired Blue Line customer, apparently thinking he was entering the door of a car, fell between the couplings of two train cars at the platform and was run over as the southbound train departed the station and was killed.  Our deepest condolences go out to his family and friends.

Metro Rail staff has been working very hard to find a suitable between car barrier that could have prevented this accident.  We have a pilot project on four of our Gold Line stations that seems to be the best answer.  We have been working with the California Public Utilities Commission and our own fire life safety people on developing these barriers.
This morning I ordered rail staff to immediately begin the process of installing these barriers on all of our light rail stations and to inform all concerned parties of our efforts.

Los Angeles Sheriff Department, Los Angeles County Fire Department and Metro Field Supervisors were immediately dispatched to the scene.  During the accident investigation, trains were single tracked through the station until approximately 1:30 p.m., with 12-minute service delays.  The Los Angeles Times and City News reported on the accident, with stories expected today and tomorrow.

Measure R Project Delivery Task Force
Last week the Chair announced the creation of a Measure R Project Delivery Committee with the purpose of ensuring that all Measure R projects move forward consistent with the schedules and funding levels identified in Measure R, and to determine if we can deliver projects faster, better and more cost effectively.  I have created an internal management task force to facilitate this committee in meeting its objectives. I will assume the lead, assisted by K. N. Murthy.  Both Murthy and I will staff this committee and bring forward agenda items and recommendations for the project delivery committee to consider.  To ensure agency-wide coordination, the internal management task force will also include Carolyn Flowers, Carol Inge and Matthew Raymond.  Together with the Board, we will ensure that Measure R Projects are implemented on time and on schedule to maintain voter confidence. 
Exposition Corridor Transit Project - Phase 2 DEIR and Public Hearings
The Exposition Construction Authority has completed the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) on Phase 2 of the Expo Line project.  The DEIR studies the potential impacts to the environment that may result from adoption and implementation of one of the four proposed alternatives and identifies recommended mitigation measures. 

Hard copies of the DEIR are available for review at the following locations:
Exposition Construction Authority Office

707 Wilshire Blvd, 34th Floor, Los Angeles 90017

Los Angeles Central Library

630 W. 5th St, Los Angeles 90071

Culver City Julian Dixon Library

4975 Overland Ave, Culver City 90230

West Los Angeles Regional Library

11360 Santa Monica Blvd, Los Angeles 90025

Palms-Rancho Park Branch Library

2920 Overland Ave, Los Angeles 90064

Mar Vista Branch Library

12006 Venice Blvd, Los Angeles 90066

Robertson Branch Library

1719 S. Robertson Blvd, Los Angeles 90035

Santa Monica Main Library

601 Santa Monica Blvd, Santa Monica 90401

The Expo Authority has scheduled public hearings to receive comments on the DEIR.  While no formal presentation will be made, informational boards will be available for public viewing.  
Wednesday, February 18, 2009 from 5:00 to 8:00 PM

Santa Monica High School, Cafeteria

601 Pico Boulevard, Los Angeles 90405

Monday, February 23, 2009 from 5:00 to 8:00 PM

Vista Del Mar Child and Family Services, Gymnasium

3200 Motor Avenue, Los Angeles 90034

Wednesday, February 25, 2009 from 5:00 to 8:00 PM

Webster Middle School, “Daniel’s Den” 

11330 W. Graham Place, Los Angeles 90064

Media Inquiry on W Hotel Joint Development Project at Hollywood and Vine Metro Red Line Station

Today, a reporter with the LA Business Journal inquired about the status of the W Hotel joint development project at the Hollywood and Vine Metro Red Line Station. Real Estate staff explained the project, when started, was the largest non-public project in the state. The hotel, which features 300 rooms with over 89,000 square feet of commercial space, is expected to open this year in late December. Metro has over 33 joint development projects in either the negotiating or planning stages.

The story, which is part of a feature series on joint development projects, will run in the next few days.
Metro Rail System Service Alert
Metro Red Line/Purple
Tonight, due to system maintenance after 9 p.m., all Purple Line passengers will need to transfer at Wilshire/Vermont.  At Wilshire/Vermont, all Purple Line trains will use the upper level.  Red Line trains to Union Station will be on the upper level and Red Line trains to North Hollywood will be on the lower level.  Purple Line shuttle trains will leave Wilshire/Western 4 minutes earlier than regular schedule after 9:18 p.m.  Red Line trains from Union Station will leave 4 minutes earlier than regular schedule between 8:53 p.m. and 11:53 p.m., then 12:17 a.m.  Red Line trains from North Hollywood will leave 5 minutes later than regular schedule between 8:39 p.m. and 11:39 p.m., the at 12:02 a.m., 12:14 a.m., 12:34 a.m. and 12:54 a.m.
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