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	Media Reports on Stimulus Package
Today, the Los Angeles Times asked if we were concerned that the state may use federal stimulus monies to fund projects that should be funded by Prop 1B.   Prop 1B monies would in turn be used to help close the state budget deficit.  Media Relations staff responded that it is a concern.  This afternoon we still had not seen the fine print of the stimulus package bill language, only the broad parameters.  How much Los Angeles County receives for local transit and highway projects depends on the formulas used to distribute the monies.
Media Probes State Budget Cuts
Today, the Daily News and a producer for KPPC Air Talk With Larry Mantle radio show asked how Metro could be impacted by state transportation budget cuts.  The Los Angeles Times today reported transportation could be cut $459 million.  While we do not have confirmation for that figure, Media Relations staff responded that the state already this fiscal year has cut LA County transit programs by $136 million.  There is the potential to lose over $100 million this fiscal year in transit operating and capital funding and it raises deep concern about funding in future years.  Over the next 10 years, Metro faces an operating deficit of more than $2 billion if nothing changes, a shortfall that can’t be sustained.  Depending on what pots of money get cut as part of the state budget deficit resolution, Metro and other Los Angeles County operators would be hard-pressed to find additional operating monies or make up for cuts in transit capital funding that could impact projects such as Expo Phase I now under construction.
TAC Adopts Motions on the Economic Recovery Proposals
Yesterday, at our Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meeting, our recommendations for the allocation of the flexible Highway program funds were discussed at length.   Based on the House Economic Recovery Bill, our recommendation was to split an estimated $200 million in Regional Surface Transportation Program funds in half, with $113.4 million going to the cities and unincorporated areas of the County and the remaining $86 million to Metro.  The cities and County shares would be apportioned based on population, except that each city would receive up to $500,000, if they can meet strict deadlines.  TAC members raised concerns about our proposed portion of the funds as well as the fact that the Local Transit System Operators did not receive any funds.  They were also concerned as to how Caltrans will process all of the applications in a timely fashion in order to give the local jurisdictions enough time to meet the strict deadlines of the federal legislation.

Based on their discussion, TAC passed two motions. The first motion reads as follows:

“…to distribute any and all Highway funds coming to Los Angeles County under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to the Cities and the County on a population share basis with a minimum of $500,000 to each local jurisdiction. After 60 days (tentatively set for April 20,2009) from the Bill’s enactment, unallocated Highway funds will then be distributed to the Cities, County and us on a first-come-first- serve basis.”

The second motion reads as follows:

“To form a Special TAC Committee to meet with Caltrans Office of Local Assistance staff and discuss the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009project approval process. The Special Committee is to report back to TAC at its March 4, 2009 meeting”. 

TAC also voted to have a representative present at the February 18th Planning and Programming Committee meeting when the item comes up for discussion.
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